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WHEN it was our painful duty to 
announce the early departure of this 
beloved and eminently-gifted mi- 
nister of Jesus Christ, we ex- 
pressed a wish to present our 
readers with a more detailed ac- 
count of his short but interesting 
life and most blessed death. Anx- 
iously have we expected the ar- 
rival of a package from the United 
States, containing, as we under- 
stood, papers, which would fur- 
nish materials for an extended 
article of Biography. “ A Brief 
Memoir of Dr. Henry,” by a 
friend, and “ A Sermon preached 
at the Funeral, by the Rev. B. Gil- 
dersleeve,” have just arrived,which, 
together with the private letters 
from Charleston, addressed to the 
Rev. Thomas Lewis, of Islington, 
and his own sketch of his Ame- 
rican friend’s conduct, while in 
Engiand, would supply facts and 
remarks for a biographical sketch 
of no common interest. Our so- 
licitude, however, immediately to 
gratify the anxious expectations 
of many friends, has led us to 
abandon our design to incorporate 
the scattered facts in one continu- 
ous narrative, and to present our 
readers with the papers, with very 
few exceptions, in their origi- 
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nal state, and trust their perusal 
may edify and animate them in 
their Christian course. We com- 
mence with the ‘* Brief Memoir,” 
by a friend. 

‘* Thomas Charlton Henry was 
born September 22, 1790, in the 
City of Philadelphia. He was 
the eldest son of Alexander Henry, 
Esq. the benevolent and vene- 
rated President of the American 
Sunday School Union. Originally 
intended for enlarged mercantile 
pursuits, the subject of this ac- 
count went through an unusually 
extended course of literature, and 
took his first degree, with distin- 
guished reputation, at Middlebury 
College, Vermont,. in August, 
1814. Immediately upon his gra- 
duation, the most tempting and 
splendid prospects of affluence 
and distinction invited his entrance 
upon a secular career; but having 
felt the power of renewing grace, 
and having devoted himself to the 
Saviour, while at the College, 
he ‘‘ conferred not with flesh and 
blood,” but unhesitatingly em- 
braced the laborious and _ self- 
denying profession of the Chris. 
tian ministry. Accordingly, he 
entered upon a course of The- 
ology in the Seminary at Prince- 
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ton, N.J. which was finished in 
1816, and he received license to 
preach the Gospel. On his first 
entrance into the ministry, his rare 
endowments and polished elo- 
quence attracted uncommon atten- 
tion, and opened before him seve- 
ral very important and inviting 
fields of labour. Having received, 
and ultimately declined, invita- 
tions to the pastoral care of 
churches in Wilmington, Dela- 
ware; Salem, Mass. and Lexing- 
ton, Ken., he finally accepted the 
unanimous call of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Columbia, S. C., 
where he was ordained and in- 
stalled, by the Presbytery of 
Harmony, in November, 1818. 
Upon the sacred duties of a 
pastor, Mr. Henry entered with 
a deep and solemn impression of 
responsibility, and an unwavering 
determination to pursue a course 
of untiring labour and unyielding 
fidelity. Taking a decided ground 
in defence of vital experimental 
religion; urging the doctrines of 
the cross upon the consciences of 
his hearers, with the demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and with power ; 
eatrying his great work of winning 
souls to Christ, to the frequent 
prayer-meeting, the domestic cir- 
cle, and the individual expostula- 
tion :—the result was such as 
might have been anticipated. The 
church rejoiced in spiritual prospe- 
rity, many were convinced of guilt 
atid danger, and yielded to the in- 
fluence of renewing grace; while 
many others clustered round the 
standard of determined opposition. 
Conflicting necessarily with those 
whose views and feelings were in 
complete antagonism to his own, 
his course afforded another severe 
test of character. The temptation 
to temporize was strong. By sof- 
tening the expressions of God’s 
word, by yielding a few points of 
duty, he might have enjoyed uni> 
versal favour and applause. But 








he had not so ledtned Christ. Un- 
appalled by menaces, unsedauced 
by flattery, he nobly maintained 
his ground, and willingly submit- 
ted to the painful sacrifice of the 
kindness of former friends, in stern 
fidelity to his Master’s cause. 

‘*At the close of the fifth year of 
Mr. Henry’s ministry in Colum- 
bia, he received an unanimous 
cail from the second Presbyterian 
Church in the City of Charleston, 
which he accepted under the full 
belief that it was a station in which 
he could be more happy and use- 
ful than by continuing where he 
then was. In this important and 
respectable congregation, he com- 
menced his labours in January, 
1824, and was installed by the 
Charleston Union Presbytery. 
Here, untrammelled by opposi- 
tion, and surrounded by an united 
and affectionate people, he en- 
joyed a field of action, worthy of 
his commanding talents and holy 
enterprize. Seldom has there been 
presented a nobler model of pas- 
toral activity and fidelity; and 
seldom has there been witnessed a 
more effectual accomplishment of 
the grand purposes of the Chris- 
tian ministry. In the stated ser- 
vices of the pulpit, and the 
crowded Lecture Room; in the 
Bible Class and Sunday School, 
in every family of his charge, and 
in the privacy of individual in- 
quiry, his full soul was poured 
forth in affectionate, earnest in- 
struction, and ardent supplication. 
Nor was the harvest long delayed. 
In the first and second years of his 
brief ministry, considerable addi- 
tions were made to the church; 
but in the third, a blessed effusion 
of the Holy Spirit was enjoyed, 
and a goodly company of his spi- 
ritual children was gathered to the 
communion of the faithful, 

*« The indefatigable labours and 
constant solicitude of Dr. Henry, 
during this present season, so far 
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impaired his health as to render a 
pereee of relaxation indispensable. 
e therefore undertook a voyage 
to Europe, aad embarked for 
Liverpooi in April, 1826. 

‘* During the four or five months 
of his stay in Europe, he travelled 
through the principal parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and 
visited the Continent. Several 
weeks were speut both in Paris 
and London. This tour was at- 
tended by many very interesting 
circumstances, and produced im- 
portant results. His mind was 
intensely engaged. His heart and 
hands were constantly full. La 
accumulating valuable facts and 
observations, in closely observing 
national character, an in obtain- 
ing accurate and enlarged views 
of the present state of religion, 
literature, and science, in different 
nations, his diligence and success 
have been rarely equalled. Amid 
all these varied scenes, the great 
business of his life was not inter- 
mitted. Whether on the mighty 
deep, or on the rapid journey, or 
in the crowded city; he ceased 
not to plead the cause of his Re- 
deemer, and to persuade men to 
be reconciled to God. In Paris, 
he became intimate in a circle of 
devoted Christians, some of very 
high rank, who were greatly de- 
lighted and edified by his sermons 
and conversation. In London, his 
whole soul was engaged in view- 
ing the vast operations of Chris- 
tian benevolence, and in intimate 
association with eminent evange- 
lical Ministers, and the best re- 
ligious society. Here he preached 
frequently ; and in one of the large 
dissenting churches, he delivered 
several familiar evening lectures, 
which were attended by crowds, and 
afforded the highest satisfaction.” 

Here we beg to introduce an ex- 
tract from Mr. Lewis’s interesting 
sketch of his intercourse with Dr. 
Henry. 


1S 


** Dr. Henry was introduced to 
me in the summer of 1826, by my 
esteemed friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Codman, of Dorchester, New 
England. Having the highest 
respect for the testimony of Dr. 
C. in favour of his American 
brother, 1 very readily gave him 
the right hand of fellowship on 
his arrival in these parts. I soon 
found reason to be delighted with 
my vew acquaintance, and could 
not be too thankful to the indivi- 
dual who had procured me the 
company and conversation of one 
so eminent for piety and devoted- 
ness to God. 

“‘ As he was a stranger in a 
strange land, I felt it my duty to 
devote as much time as I could 
spare from the urgent duties of my 
office to his service, and I was 
amply repaid by his interesting 
communications and occasional 
exercises in the saoctuary. After 
a short but well-improved season 
in London, he expressed a stron 
desire to visit the Isle of Wight, 
This had been excited chiefly by 
the fame which the interesting his- 
tory of the Dairyman’s Daughter, 
late of that place, had acquired 
in America, He was well aware 
of the very salutary and happy 
effects which the perusal of that 
tract, from the elegant pen of 
the lamented and Reverend Legh 
Richmond, had produced there, 
and wished to be gratified with 
a view of the cottage, and the 
surrounding scenery, so beauti- 
fully described by the reverend 
author. He accordingly set out 
on this journey, having another 
Christian friend and myself for his 
companions. In our constant in- 
tercourse during this tour, we had 
frequent occasion to admire the 
heavenly aud devotional frame of 
his mind, his warm attachment to 
the service of his Lord and Mas- 
ter, and his zealous efforts to pro- 
mote his glory. No seasonable 
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opportunity of dropping a word 
for Him, in whose service he was 
engaged, was suffered to escape ; 
so that whether we walked or 
rode by the way, conversed with 
friends or strangers, or sat still in 
the house, it was evident that he 
had one object in view—to be 
about his Master’s business in 
promoting the good of souls. 
‘*He was delighted with the 
beautiful and romantic scenery of 
the island, forming, as he would 
often observe, a contrast with the 
bold and rugged exhibitions of 
nature in his own land. But he 
was one of so heavenly a mind, 
that he always ‘looked through 
nature up to nature’s God,’ and 
was never diverted from his main 
concern. He saw God in all, 
and aimed at making every thing 
around, and every thing thateoc- 
curred, tell to some account for 
the best interests of men. He 
watched for opportunities of use- 
fulness, and once and again did 
my friend and I mark the anxiety 
imprinted on the countenance, and 
the tears trickling down the cheeks 
of those whom he would accost 
upon the road, and with whom he 
would stop and speak on the state 
of their souls, and their meetness 
for another world. He was, in- 
deed, ‘instant in season and out 
of season,’ never losing sight of 
the duties of his office; and there 
is reason to hope that his public 
ministrations in these parts have 
left impressions which will not be 
speedily effaced. It was pleasing 
de to observe how he sought to 
add to his intellectual stores, and 
to collect all the information he 
could obtain respecting the state 
of religion amongst the different 
denominations in Britain, and the 
manner in which our different so- 
cieties are conducted. This in- 
formation he repaid by freely 
communicating what he knew of 
the state and progress of religion 


in the American churches, and of 
the manner in which the revivals 
that have taken place amongst 
them had commenced, and been 
carried on, and by pressing home 
an immediate and unremitting at- 
tention to the all important in- 
terests of eternity.” 

We resume the Memoir by his 
friend. 

** About the beginning of Octo- 
ber he took a sorrowful leave of 
his English friends, and sailed for 
the United States. Arriving at 
Philadelphia, he paid a short visit 
to his venerable father and nu- 
merous relatives, destined, alas! 
to prove a final one on earth, and 
early in December, was wel- 
comed, with the greatest joy, by 
his affectionate congregation. 
With redoubled vigour and en- 
gagedness, he re-entered upon his 
labours among his beloved people, 
and upon the prosecution of his 
studies. The latter, indeed, had 
known no interruption. For, in 
no part of life, probably, had the 
acquisition of knowledge been so 
rapid, or intellectual exertion so 
unremitting and successful, as 
during this season of relaxation. 
The effect produced upon Dr. 
Henry’s mind, by surveying the 
splendid theological establish- 
ments, the vast treasures of sacred 
literature, and the towering emi- 
nence of many of the scholars and 
divines of the Old World, was 
altogether beneficial and anima- 
ting. Instead of being disheartened 
and ‘sinking into despondence, by 
a comparison of our institutions 
in these respects with those of 
Europe, as has been the case 
with others; he was stimulated 
to nobler efforts, and refreshed 
by higher hopes. The inspiring 
scenes, he had witnessed in the 
religious world, caused a more 
intense conviction of the moral 
grandeur and awful responsibility 
of the Gospel ministry, The noble 
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achievements of the learned cham- 
pions in defence of the Gospel 
abroad, disclosed to his mind more 
distinctly than ever, the grand field 
of intellectual effort, and enkin- 
dled an inconceivable ardour, to 
do extensive and permanent good 
in the world. He felt that the 
standard of clerical learning and 
study was too low in this country ; 
and fully imbibed the spirit of that 
holy man, whose maxim was— 
“* attempt great things, and expect 
great things.” 

*“* While, therefore, he remitted 
nothing of his former attention to 
pastoral duty, he devoted himself, 
with extraordinary zeal and dili- 
gence, to laborious study and com- 
position. He pressed forward, as 
under the constant impression, that 
he had much to do, which must be 
accomplished, and that his time 
was short. The Messenger, which 
came from his Divine Master, to 
summon him away from all his 
labours, found him in the midst of 
most active and useful engage- 
ments, But his work was done. 
It is the Lord’s doing, and marvel- 
lous in our eyes. It is the duty of 
wounded affection to bow down in 
silence before the inscrutable mys- 
tery of this dispensation. 

“* On the appearance of that fatal 
scourge of Charleston, the yellow 
fever, in August, Dr. Henry could 
not be persuaded, that it was his 
duty to retire from the city, or in- 
termit his usual pastoral visits or 
his course of study. Accordingly 
he continued to visit the sick and 
afflicted, and to fill his pulpit re- 
gularly, until the first of October, 
when, in the enjoyment of public 
health, he was suddenly seized 
with that dreadful malady, which, 
in four days, terminated his pre- 
cious life, at the early age of 37, 
leaving a bereaved widow and 
three children to lament the loss 
of such a husband and father as 
few ever had to lose. The scenes 
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of overwhelming distress, which 
attended and followed this ago- 
nizing event, cannot be adequately 
described. Suffice it to say, that 
amid the alarm and consternation 
occasioned by his fatal illness, he 
alone was calm and unappalled. 
While around him were wailings 
and lamentations, his expiring 
voice was employed in rejoicing 
and praise. And while a “ horror 
of great darkness” fell upon others, 
at his sudden and premature de- 
parture, he viewed it with rapture, 
as the bright and cloudless dawn- 
ing of immortal glory. 

‘« Dr. Henry was richly endowed 
with the gifts of nature. In per- 
son, noble and attractive—in man- 
ner, polished and affable. He pos- 
sessed in an eminent degree, as to 
voice, look, and action, the attri- 
butes of a finished orator. In clas- 
sical and theological learning, he 
had few equals of his own age and 
country. To a critical knowledge 
of the ancient languages, he added 
a correct acquaintance with several 
modern ones. Especially with the 
originals of Holy Scripture, and 
the writings of the Fathers, he was 
quite familiar. In a word, he was 
an honour and ornament to his 
profession—au accomplished di- 
vine. His inestimable worth as a 
pastor is best attested by the 
heart-breaking, inconsolable grief 
of his bereaved congregation. But 
the crowning excellence of his 
character consisted in an entire 
self-consecration, with all his en- 
dowments and energies, to the 
blessed Redeemer, and a deep 
experience of the power of 1e- 
ligion. Thus he was rendered a 
rich blessing in his life, and richly 
blessed in his death, And when 
every earthly hope was extin- 
guished, a light from above ir- 
radiated the valley of: death’s 
shadow, and he could enter it, say- 
ing, ‘ O death, where is thy sting, 
O grave, where is thy victory!” 
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The affecting intelligence of Dr. 
Henry's death reached this country 
in. the following letter, addressed 
by the Rev. B.Gildersleeve to the 
Rev. T. Lewis. 


** Charleston, Nov. 12, 1827. 


** Rev.and dear Sir,— Y ou have 
probably received the gy 
intelligence, that the Rev. T. C. 
Henry has gone to his rest. He 
was taken ill on the 1st October, 
and died on the 5th. I was with 
him most of the time during his 
last illness. The struggle was 
violent, but brief. His living and 
dying testimony sweetly harmo- 
poe g and afforded the most 
comfortable evidence, that God 
does not forsake his own in the 
day of trial. I send you here- 
with a copy of his dying expres- 
sions, as you loved him, you will 
wish to know how triumphantly 
he departed, The last letter which 
he wrote was left unsealed on his 
table, and it was addressed to you, 
You will esteem it, doubtless, a 
treasure ; his warm heart was in 
it. 

** Dear H. was my class-mate in 
college; but till recently we had 
been separated for about thirteen 
years; I esteemed him an_ in- 
valuable friend. There is, dear 
Sir, a link that binds us together. 
We had a common friend that is 
now departed, and I trust we 
both have a friend above: you 
are labouring for Christ. I hope 
also, that I have some desire to 
serve him. Will you be so kind 
as to communicate to some of the 
most intimate of Dr. H.’s friends 
this sad intelligence. I should 
have written to more of them; 
but the vessel which carries this 
is soon to sail, and I am very 
much occupied. With sentiments 
of respect and Christian affection, 
Iam, 

** Your’s, 
*« B. GILDERSLEEVE.” 





Dying Expressions of the Rev. 
T. C. Henry.—On the evening of 
Monday, October 1, the day on 
which he was taken ill; he said to 
a friend, ‘“*‘ 1 know not what the 
Lord intends; but if my work is 
done, I shall be glad to go home ;” 
and then repeated the following 
lines :— 


*¢ Sweet to rejoice in lively hope, 
That when my change shall come, 
Angels shall hover round my bed, 
And waft my spirit home.” 


Ou Thursday, the Rev. Mr. 
Gildersleeve said to him, ‘* Do 
you know, my dear brother, that 
in the opinion of your physicians, 
your case is very critical.” He 
replied, ‘ I think it possible I 
cannot remain long in this state.” 
—‘‘ It is more than possible that 
you will soon be in eternity. How 
do you regard your prospects for 
another world ?”—* I feel a sweet, 
composed, delightful calm; I am 
willing to trust all in the hands of 
my Redeemer—he is now very 
gracious to me.” 

*« Have you a desire to depart, 
and be with Jesus.”—‘‘ I cannot 
say that [I have any particular 
desire, one way or the other; if 
I have a wish, it is on account of 
my calling, which was, and is not. 
I am willing to leave myself and 
all in the hands of God.” Mrs, 
H. said to him, “‘ Can you leave 
me, and our dear little children, 
and the church in His hands ?”— 
** Yes; I know that he can pro- 
vide for you all; and I can rel 
on his promises and his grace; 
can leave you all, my work is 
done.” 

Mr. G. asked, ‘‘ Have you any 
directions regarding your temporal 
concerns, or avy message to your 
father?” He replied, ‘“‘ I wish 
you to understand, Ist. That I 
have no anxiety ; no, not the least, 
in the prospect of death.” And 
then, giving some directions as to 
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his temporal concerns, he te- 
uested friends to leave the room, 
that he might say a few parting 
words to his beloved wife. He 
afterwards called for his children, 
addressed some affectionate words 
to them, and gave them a parting 
kiss, and soon after remarked, 
«¢ [ shall soon know more of eter- 
nity than I now do; eternity— 
there is my exalted, glorious home. 
Oh! how vain, how trifling, how 
little does every thing appear in 
the light of a nearing eternity.” 

He then requested Mr. G. to 
offer prayer, and afterwards said 
to Mrs. H., “« My dear wife, you 
will now have to go alone.” 
Turning to Dr. Palmer, he said, 
(in allusion to his wife,) « We 
have thus far passed through life 
sweetly together.” To a member 
of his church, who stood by his 
bed side, taking his hand, he 
said, “‘ Our work will soon be 
done; we shall svon be in eter- 
nity; oh! be ready for it.” 

Alluding to his church, he said, 
«I have had. that church dear to 
me, very dear; 1 am afraid I have 
loved it too much.” He was 
asked, ** Are you ready to go.”— 
*« T am rejoicing under a merciful 
Redeemer ; if he call me away, 
I am safe. I like to have Mary’s 
dependence.”—* Y ou have chosen 
the good part."—“« O! I have, 
I have no hope or wish on earth.” 
—‘* But you have above,” it was 
said, “ Yes; sweet, sweet; 1 have 
not the shadow of a doubt or fear 
upon my mind ; [have not a wish, 
desire, hope, or thought on earth, 
they are all above—nothing can 
turn my thoughts.” 

Dr. Palmer asked him, “‘ Have 
you any anxiety in leaving your 
family?” He answered, ‘‘ I have 
had, but have none now; I can 
leave them in the Saviour’s hands ; 
but for this I should be most 
miserable.” The church he feared 
would go wrong; but being re- 


minded of the stability of its King, 
he said, ‘* Yes; there is 3a’ 
there.” Some time after he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly.” Observing the 
grief of his wife, he said, ‘* Is that 
right, my dear, is that right? we 
shall soon meet in heaven.” She 
replied, ‘‘ I hope so.” He an- 
swered, ‘“*I hope so; we must— 
we shall; how could it be other- 
wise.” He afterwards remarked, 
** God has been very merciful in 
sparing me so long, and making 
me an instrument of good.” To 
a friend, who came to his bed side 
at that moment, and asked, ** Are 
you willing to depart and be with 
Jesus,” he replied, “‘ He is my 
all in all—my desire, my hope, my 
confidence. In reference to the 
over-ruling providence of God, he 
said, ‘* It is sweet to commit every 
thing to God, small and great.” 
To another person, who observed 
to him, ‘* My friend, you are 
happy in being prepared for the 
change,” he answered, “I go 
rejoicing—I .am safe.” At six 
o'clock he offered up a short, com- 
prehensive, connected, and fervent 
prayer, aud concluded by saying, 
very emphatically, “ For the Re- 
deemer’s sake; for the Redeemer’s 
sake, amen.” 

Between nine and ten o’clock 
of the same evening, Dr. Palmer 
said to him, “« My dear brother, 
do you know me?” He replied, 
with great emphasis, “ ‘* Yes, my 
dear friend, Dr. Palmer.”—* Are 
your prospects still bright ?”— 
‘‘The same—no change —no 
change.”—“‘ Has death lost its 
sting ?”—-<* There is a kind of mild, 
meek, sweet departing, going down 
of the soul. I am His, and He 
is mine.” His friend added, 
** What can I want beside?” He 
answered, ‘‘ Nothing ; having loved 
me, le will love me to the end.” 
Some little time after, he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ Oh! glorious expecta- 











120 Memoir of the Rev. T. C. Henry, D.D. late Pastor of the {March, 


tion—glorious expectation ;” and 


then repeated— 


** Angels will hover round my bed, 
And waft my spirit home—my spirit home.” 


Fo a question proposed by Dr. 
Palmer, he answered, “ I feel a 
sweet falling of the soul on Jesus; 
O! what mercy—what mercy, lL 
don’t understand it.” Most of these 
expressions were made with a 
countenance lighted up by a sweet 
and heavealy smile 

Our dear friend entered upon his 
everlasting rest on Friday morn- 
ing, October 5, 1827, at four 
o’clock, aged thirty-seven years 
and thirteen days.” 

We close this narrative with 
some extracts from a brief sketch 
of his ministerial character, ap- 
pended to his Funeral Sermon, 
and drawn up by some members 
of his congregation. 

* It is now about four years 
since the commencement of his 
connexion with us as a Christian 
church. During this period, the 
utmost harmony has prevailed 
among us: no difference of opi- 
nion upon any subject of conse- 
quence, no discordance of senti- 
ment or feeling has for a moment 
disturbed our peace, or threatened 
our prosperity. Our numbers have 
increased, the walls of our Zion 
have been built up, and the Spirit 
of God has blessed us with the 
mild influences of sanctifying and 
redeeming love. 

“We cannot but consider our- 
selves justified in attributing this 
happy state of things to the in- 
strumentality, under God, of our 
departed friend. Although the 
increase is from the Most High 
alone, yet it is for Paul to plant 
and Apollos to water; and thrice 
honoured is he whose labours are 
thus effectual to the conversion of 
souls, and the turning of sioners 
from the error of their ways to the 
light of truth. 


«‘ The deep sorrow which now 
covers, as a mantle, our destitute 
church, gives token of the warmth 


of affection with which we re-. 


garded him; an affection fully 
reciprocated, as far as we may 
judge from the tenor of his life 
and conversation, 

“* He seemed devoted to our 
best interests. He watched and 
prayed for and with us, indivi- 
dually and collectively, with a 
zeal and fervour which knew nei- 
ther fatigue nor abatement. 

‘* His conversational powers, 
which were more than ordinary, 
were habitually exerted to render 
familiar and agreeable the most 
important and interesting subjects, 
and to induce us to a constant im- 
provement of time. He was instant 
in season and out of season, and 
lost no opportunity of doing good 
to all around him, as occasion 
might offer. 

*« He took a peculiar interest in 
the subject of education. He was 
an earnest and ardent supporter of 
Sunday schools, and spared nei- 
ther time nor pains in improving 
the condition and morals of the 
young. While abroad, in 1826, 
he had paid much attention to this 
important matter in all its details, 
and had collected, by personal 
inspection of a great number and 
variety of institutions, a vast fund 
of information, which he was em- 
ploying for the advantage of chil- 
dren within his own circle. Nor 
had he omitted, in the wide scope 
of his philanthropic views, a due 
consideration of the state of the 
savage and untutored aborigines 
of our country. He has long 
been known as a generous and 
persevering patron and contributor 
to the several Indian missions, 
that are so hopefully established 
in the wilderness. One of these,— 
the Chichasaw mission,—was par- 
ticularly dear to him, and was 
remembered by him, even when 
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about to pass through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death, 
with his accustomed munificence. 

** He stood eminent as a popu- 
lar preacher, and public lecturer. 
He knew the way to men’s hearts, 
and could soften them with gentle 
discourses of the love and tender- 
ness of our merciful Father and 
Benefactor, or shake and alarm 
them by denunciations of the ter- 
rors of the law, and representa- 
tions of the frowning anger of a 
dreadful and omnipotent Judge 
and Avenger. 

‘* In a mere limited sphere of 
action, he enjoyed some of the 
enviable triumphs of a Whitfield 
and a Wesley, in drawing after 
him not a few, who at first, per- 
haps, merely regarded him as an 
eloquent speaker, but afterwards 
found something in his glowing 
words, deeper and more impres- 
sive than mere human eloquence : 
and even the lighter and more 
transient portions of his auditory, 
attracted by the graces of his man- 
ner, lent sometimes a more atten- 
tive ear, and listened with feelings 
changed and purified : 

* And those that came to scoff, remain’d 
to pray.’ 


** It was the particular study of 
our departed friend, to improve 
and ripen his style with these lofty 
views and ultimate purposes of 
extensive usefulness in the church. 
For this he spent much of his 
time in the attentive reading of the 
best models of pulpit eloquence— 
for this he wrote much and cor- 
rected carefully. But this was 
not all his aim ;—he aspired to 
occupy a more extended field—to 
perform duties of more general and 
ampler scope, and to exercise a 
wider influence in behalf of the 
religion he professed. 

“With the tongue he might 
speak to few, comparatively: with 
the pen he might reach the hearts 
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and the judgment of distant thou- 
sands. He had of late devoted 
much time to writing, and by his 
intense application had injured a 
constitution already labouring un- 
der the permanent ill consequences 
of previous invasion of disease. It 
was when thus engaged, that he 
was attacked by the fatal malady, 
which, proceeding with extraordi- 
nary and malignant rapidity, soon 
extinguished a life so valuable to 
us, and to society. We now saw 
him in a new light.—Suffering, 
yet patient—anxious, yet resigned 
—desirous to live for the sake of 
his family, his congregation, and 
the church, yet willing to die if it 
were the will of the great Dis- 
poser of events. He had happily 
completed one work, which re- 
mains to show what he was capa- 
ble of accomplishing ; he was én- 
gaged in preparing for the press, 
at some future time, two others, 
of which we must believe that they 
would have been equally honour- 
able to himself and useful to the 
Christian community. 

«* But while we thus regard his 
public labours with respect and 
admiration, we turn with the 
warmest feeling to the recollec- 
tion of his private and intimate 
relations with us. 

«€ When shall we forget to think 
of him as the polished geatleman, 
the zealous friend, the pious Chris- 
tian? In every benevolent and 
charitable association he has left 
a blank, for in all he was useful, 
and active, and liberal. In ever 
domestic circle his absence will 
be poignantly felt, for his heart 
was warm with all social emotions, 
and his manners were kind and 
endearing. 

‘““ When shall we forget the 
consistent example which he has 
left us in his calm and trium- 
phant death? Amidst the troubled 
fancies and disordered imagina- 
= which so often becloud the 
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sinking mind and agitate the dying 
frame, we saw him fixing his hope, 
and faith, and confidence, unmoved 
upon the promises of God; we 
heard him breathe the faltering 
prayer with a connexion and in- 
telligence that long and sincere 
habit alone could have rendered 


witnessed the resignation and tran- 
—_ with which he bore in- 
escribable and long-protracted 
struggles of nature in conflict with 
mortal disease, and we felt en- 
titled to iudulge the conviction, 
unmingled with a shadow of doubt, 
that this our loss was to him in- 





possible at such a moment; we finite and eternal gain.” 
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Vewessevetes 


Tue majority of our readers are doubtless aware that a fearful apostacy 
from the truth as it is in Jesus, has occurred amongst the reformed churches of 
Germany. Such, indeed, is their fallen condition, that to employ the language 
of a learned and candid critic, Infidelity itself ‘‘ has put on the gown and the 
ruff: its children and servants have been saluted as summe venerandi, and the 
have sat down in the dignity and influence of University chairs and paris 
pulpits. They are, therefore, decked with the name of Christian; they are held 
to be the children of the Reformation; they are professionally of the Lutheran 
or of the Calvinistic communion; they are pastors and professors of divinity, 
profound scholars, able critics, and distinguished authors.”* Amongst such 
fearful declensions, it is delightful to find some honourable exceptions. Men, 
who like Abdiel, are 

«¢ Faithful found among the faithless.” 


We are indebted to the Rev. Dr. Raffles, of Liverpool, for introducing us to one 
of this honoured band, the author of the following discourse, Dr. Raffles 
visited the city of Hamburg in July, 1826, to preach at the opening of the new 
English Church there: and extending his journey to Liibeck, another of the 
Hanse Towns, on the Baltic, where he was introduced to Dr. Geibel, the truly 
evangelical pastor of the reformed church in that city. He found that a new 
meeting-house had been recently built there by Dr. Geibel’s friends, and that 
he had only commenced public worship in it the week before. This naturally 
introduced a conversation upon the subject of the opening services, when Dr, 
Geibel read, at the request of his English visitor, a great part of the sermon he 
delivered on that occasion. Dr. Raffles was delighted with the sentiments it 
contained, and struck with their perfect coincidence with those of British 
Nonconformists. He therefore begged a translation of the discourse, which 
having been forwarded him, he has sent to us, and which, with the opening 
prayer, we present to our readers. Dr. Geibel, we are informed, is a great 
admirer of English divinity, particularly that of the Evangelical Dissenters, 
and is a constant reader of this Journal. We are persuaded that many of our 
brethren will be happy to have fellowship with this esteemed minister through 


the medium of our pages. 


* Eclectic Review, July, 1827, Article, The German Neologism, which will repay an 
attentive perusal. 
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PRAYER. 

Witt feelings of heartfelt gra- 
titude and joy, would we this day 
present ourselves before thee, O 
Father! and most fervently be- 
seech thee to accompany us with 
thy blessing to this place, which 
we have erected, for our meeting 
together in thy name. It depends 
not upon the place; for thou art 
everywhere present, wherever the 
heart is elevated to thee; but 
all depends upon thy blessing. 
Grant, therefore, that every meet- 
ing which shall be held here, may 
really have thy glory for its aim. 
Let the operation of thy Spirit be 
manifest in our midst. Here let 
Christian truth, the gospel of 
Christ crucified, be preached in 
purity, in sincerity, and entirely 
in the sense of the Apostles and 
Prophets, and let thy sacred word, 
in its inexhaustible fulness, dwell 
richly amongst us. Be this the re- 
sult of our meetings, that souls may 
be won to Christ, thy Son and our 
Redeemer; that all may come to 
the knowledge that there is salva- 
tion in no other, and that there is 
no other name given amongst men 
whereby we can be saved, but the 
name of Jesus Christ; that all may 
live in the faith, and be established 
and rejoice in the faith; and that 
all may be filled with ardent love 
to thee and to the brethren, and 
be girt about with a stedfast hope, 
which shall overcome death, and 
be invincible in suffering! We 
know, O Father! the love thou 
hast manifested towards us in 
Christ Jesus, and that thou hast 
accepted us in him as thy chil- 
dren ; we therefore pray with filial 
confidence unto thee, and with the 
certainty of being heard. Thy 
word shall not return unto thee 
void. Thou wilt enlighten and 
animate our spirits, and fill our 
hearts with strength and comfort, 
eace and joy. As thy nature is 
ove, so it is also thy delight to 
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save. And-as mankind can only 
be saved by Christ, do thou there- 
fore bless every thing which is 
intended to promote the know- 
ledge of his glorious life, his per- 
son, and his work, and awaken in 
souls an attachment to him. Yea, 
thou wilt bless our meetings in 
this place, for thou art ‘* Our 
Father,” &c. 





** The Most High dwelleth not in tem- 
ples made with hands; as saith the pro- 
phet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is 
my footstool: what house will ye build 
me? saith the Lord: or what is the place 
of my rest? Hath not my hand made all 
these things ?””—Acts vii. 48—50. 

*« The temple of the Lord is holy, which 
temple ye are.’”’—1 Cor. iii. 17. 

My dear Fellow-Christians, 
AMONGST Protestants, that is, 
amongst those who from convic- 
tion have returned to primitive, 
apostolic Christianity, and there- 
fore renounce all deference to men 
in matters of faith and conscience, 
there can be no question regard- 
ing the particular dedication of 
any place. Christianity has no- 
thing to do with holy places and 
edifices, but with the inward life 
of man; it is the religion of the 
spirit and the heart, and no temple- 
worship. The Most High dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands, 
for God is a spirit, and they that 
worship him, must worship him in 
spirit and in truth. Now if we 
make true devotion, and the ele-~ 
vation of the mind, to depend 
upon any thing external, we sup- 
pose that true prayer, and such as 
God will listen to, can only be 
presented in consecrated places; 
we annihilate the spirituality of 
Christianity within us, and fall 
back into Sel Judaism and su- 
perstitious heathenism. As long 


as the primitive Christians were 

filled with the spirit of Christ, and. 

suffered themselves to be led by 

him; as long as he alone was 

their Lord, and love to him and 
R2 
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to the brethren the spring of all 
the actions of their lives, the place 
where they came together was en- 
tirely a matter of indifference to 
them. They felt the necessity of 
assembling together in the name 
of the Lord; but their devotion 
was the same, whether the hall of 
the temple, or the house of a bro- 
ther, or the mere open field, or 
prison, or a cave, was accessible to 
them for that purpose; for where 
they were, the Lord was also. But 
as soon as the invisible presence 
of the Lord, the sole high priest of 
his priestly people, no longer sa- 
tisfied them, for which cause the 
Christian ministerial office was 
changed into a mediating priestly 
office, then were temples and con- 
secrations, altars and sacrifices, 
and a multitude of holy rites and 
places, the inevitable result. ‘That 
which is internal was placed in 
what was external: the spirit 
evaporated in dead formularies 
and the ostentation of a sensual 
service; and faith degenerated 
into superstition, from which in- 
fidelity is never far distant. 

We will not consecrate this 
house, in which we are this day 
for the first time assembled, in 
such a manner for a temple; for 
it shall not be any thing else to us 
than a mere meeting-house. But 
we will lift up ovr hearts in thank- 
fulness to God, that he has granted 
us the possession of a building so 
spacious and well adapted for our 
divine service, imploring his bles- 
sing, by which alone its object with 
réference to us can be attained in 
its full extent. Let us biess God, 
that the ages of darkness and of 
the limitation of the liberty of be- 
lief are passed away, and that we 
are now permitted to hold our 
meetings for divine worship within 
the walls of our city, according to 
our own conviction, which cannot 
peed be materially different 

mm the conviction of ail those 


who recognize the Holy Scrip- 
tures as their only rule of faith 
and life, and beseech him, that, 
by the manifestation of his favour, 
he would bless all those, who 
have now or previously laboured 
in word and deed in this matter, 
as promoters of his own cause: 
for in fact, universal liberty of 
faith and conscience is so inti- 
mately united with the nature of 
Christianity, that where the former 
does not exist, the latter cannot 
manifest itself in its purity, nor 
evidence its beneficial influence in 
its full extent. But let us par- 
ticularly remember, that the true 
and proper temple of God, in the 
New Testament dispensation, is 
the Christian Church itself, col- 
lectively, aud in all its members ; 
the temple not made with hands; 
the sanctuary of the Lord, in 
which he dwells and works, as 
Paul also says, ‘the temple of 
the Lord is holy, which temple ye 
are.” Let us also be mindful, that 
if we wish to apply the Apostle’s 
words to ourselves, we must show 
ourselves as those who enjoy vital 
intercourse with God, and as his 
children, who are led by his Spirit; 
that we must be zealous in living 
to his glory, and by all our words 
and actions show forth his holy 
name; and that our meeting to- 
gether in this house be a means 
for this purpose. If this be the 
case, if we here become more inti- 
mately acquainted with the truths 
of Christianity, and exalted to 
more inward communion with our 
Lord; if the conviction, that we 
are all members of one body, of 
which Christ is the head, be felt 
still more deeply here, and our 
hearts be filled with real brotherly 
love to all that are in Christ Jesus, 
and with disinterested charity to 
all men; and if we experience 
here the abundant power and con- 
solation of the divine word: this 
house is then truly consecrated for 
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every individual, and each one 
will enter into it with devotion, 
joy, and thankfulness, because he 
has here received true nourish- 
ment for his spiritual life. 

An object worthy of considera- 
tion, at the commencement of our 
Christian assemblies in this place, 
therefore, seems to me to be this; 
that we clearly set before us what 
we have to do, that we may be- 
come still more a holy temple of 
the Lord, and a real Christian 
Church. And in reference to this, 
I will now point out for your 
examination and edification, the 
three following things :— 

1. We must seek to have a 
clear perception of the primitive 
pure apostolic doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, and how we may increase 
in the knowledge of them. 

2. We must endeavour to ex- 
emplify amongst us still more 
the, original form of Christianity, 
which is alone adapted to the 
spirit of it. 

3. We ought deeply to impress 
it upon our minds, that both the 
doctrines of Christianity and the 
form of a Christian Church, have 
no other aim, than to produce and 
preserve a life in the spirit of 
Christ. 

May the spirit of the Lord en- 
lighten me, that I may clearly 
and worthily explain my convic- 
tions to you, and so dispose your 
hearts, that what you acknowledge 
as truth may become within you a 
quickening power ! : 

I. Asa Christian Church, which 
is desirous of bearing this name in 
truth, we must seek first of all to 
have a clear conception of the 
original doctrines of Christianity, 
aud to advance in the knowledge 
of them. There is no great difli- 
culty in this, however loud and 
confused the tumult of conflicting 
Opinions upon this subject may 
resound in our ears, if we only 
divest ourselves of all pre-con- 
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ceived opinions, and turn with holy 
solicitude, and with a mind com- 
posed and searching after truth, 
to the origin of Christianity itself, 
which is Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 
He appeared as a Jew amongst 
the Jews, reverencing their holy 
Scriptures, and honouring them as 
the word of God; affirming of 
himself, that he was the Christ or 
Messiah promised in these Scrip- 
tures, the Son of God; one with 
his Father, the deliverer of his 
people, and who was to be the 
redeemer of the whole human race, 
who should establish his kingdom 
upon earth—a kingdom not of this 
world. For this purpose, he went 
about, and taught, and preached 
the Gospel of the kingdom of 
God, performed the most wonder- 
ful acts; declared, that he would 
give his life a ransom for many; 
shed his blood for the forgive- 
ness of sins; and chose as witnesses 
of his life, and fellow-labourers in 
his great work, twelve illiterate, 
and, in the eyes of the world, very 
insignificant men, the Apostles. 
The interest he excited was great; 
the number of those that believed 
on him, small; but so much the 
greater was the number of his ad- 
versaries, who, by their influence 
and intrigues, at length caused 
him, with the consent of the 
Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, 
to be publicly crucified as a male- 
factor. 

This is an historical fact, of the 
truth of which no enemy to Chris- 
tianity ever doubted, and of which 
no one can ever doubt, who does 
not trample upon all historical 
testimony. But the fact is equally 
undeniable,thatthrough this Christ, 
who died as a criminal, an entirely 
new order of things arose; that 
the world, through him, assumed 
another form, that a new view of 
life bloomed in countless numbers, 
that a belief was founded, and ex- 
tended with amazing  celerity, 
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which, satisfying the material and 
deepest necessities of the human 
heart and spirit, has gloriously 
overcome, and always overcomes, 
all opposing earthly power and 
wisdom. Now, how is this to be 
explained? How can the life of 
such a one be rich in never-fading 
fruit ? 

This can only be understood by 
the testimony of his apostles. 
They stood forth, after his death, 
as his heralds, sent by him into 
all the world, to teach all nations, 
furnished by him with heavenly 
gifts and powers, and clothed 
with an authority, that their word 
should have the same weight with 
his own; for he said to them, 
** He that heareth you, heareth 
me, and he that despiseth you, de- 
_—— me!” And what was the 

postles’ doctrine and testimony ? 
They proclaimed aloud before all 
the world, and first of all at Jeru- 
salem, at the place where Jesus 
had been publicly crucified and 
buried, that he rose again from the 
dead on the third day, as he had 
previously foretold. They affirmed, 
that their testimony was founded 
on their own experience; that he 
had often appeared to them, that 
they had touched him, spoken to 
him, and even eaten with him; 
that he had unfolded to them the 
Scriptures, instructed them in the 
nature of his kingdom, and had 
given them distinct directions re- 
specting it; and that, finally, he 
ascended up to heaven in their 
presence ; and as a proof that he 
was then in heaven, and had taken 
possession of the throne of his 
eternal kingdom, he had given 
them his Spirit, clothed them with 
power from on high, and all that 
they taught and wrote, took place 
in his name and in his strength. 
Hence he was a man free from 
error and sin; the Messiah pro- 
mised to the fathers; the Son of 
David according to outward gene- 
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ration, but inwardly and in truth 
the Son of God, God manifest in 
the flesh; that he came into the 
world to save sinners, and to this 
end, had not only made known to 
them the will of God for their 
salvation, but had voluntarily suf- 
fered death, and given himself up 
as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. By his resurrection from 
the dead, the Father himself had 
confirmed him as his Son, and de- 
clared, that the offering he had 
presented was well-pleasing in his 
sight. Therefore ought all men 
now to believe on him, and that 
he that believeth on him, should 
receive in him, and for his sake, 
the forgiveness of his sins, should 
have delight in doing the will of 
God, and obtain in him and through 
him, power to walk in a new life 
acceptable to God; should be 
filled with an invincible and joy- 
ful hope of eternal happiness and 
glory; that the Lord would be 
ever with him, who, as he now 
over-rules all the affairs of his peo- 
ple in heaven, shall finally visibly 
come again to judge the living and 
the dead. This is the most mate- 
rial part of the testimony and doc- 
trine of the Apostles; and this 
testimony and this doctrine, con- 
firmed by numerous signs and 
wonders, closely connecting itself 
with the divine revelation in the 
Old Testament, and explaining, 
extending, and fulfilling it, satis- 
fying the inmost desire of the heart, 
extended itself in the world by 
these means with the all-subduing 
power of divine truth. 

But as all that is pure and 
excellent is soon defiled, troubled, 
and deformed, when taking its 
rise amongst impure, and weak, 
and fallible men, such was also 
the fate of the Apostles’ doctrine. 
Even during their life time, false 
teachers arose every where, who 
wickedly mingled their own pre- 
judices and notions with divine 
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truth, and produced confusion and 
divisions in the church. But the 
servants of the Lord strove with 
prudent zeal against these cor- 
ruptions, not only by word of 
mouth, but also by their writings. 
This was the chief occasion of the 
writings of the Apostles, of the 
Epistles, if not of the Gospels; 
and it is from these writings, that 
we can attain to a clear know- 
ledge of the original pure apos- 
tolic Christian doctrine. These 
writings, containing a complete 
and entire compendium of divine 
truth, and clearly pointing out 
what is necessary to salvation, 
have likewise in themselves the 
witness of their truth and divinity ; 
and as the oral preaching of the 
Apostles possessed an infallible 
and completely decisive authority, 
so have naturally their writings 
also. By these it was possible 
for the Christian churches, at all 
times and in all places, to hear 
the Apostles themselves, and to 
examine by them every thing that 
was offered to them as Christian 
doctrine. Thus are the Scriptures 
of the New Testament the only 
rule of faith and life for all Chris- 
tians; from them they must be- 
come acquainted with pure Chris- 
tian truth; learn from them how 
the Christian faith exemplifies 
itself in every situation of life; 
they must be the object of their 
serious consideration and em- 
ployment; and an intimate ac- 
quaintance with them is needful 
for all. 

But it is said, that Scripture is 
capable of different meanings and 
expositions; how then is it to be 
understood, and how explained ? 
I answer, that by the assertion 
that they are the only rule of our 
faith and life, we have already 
expressed our meaning as to the 
mode of expounding them. And 
in making this assertion, we mean, 
that they ought to be our stan- 
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dard, not in the sense in which this 
or that Christian minister, this or 
that religious sect, or church, ex- 
plains them; but in the sense in 
which they explain themselves, 
and as they are verified in us by 
the Spirit of God. . Taking Scrip- 
ture for our standard, we need not 
the opinions of Luther and Melanc- 
thon, or of Groingli and Calvin, 
or the so called hereditary doc- 
trine of the Romish Church; 
but we will receive the doctrines 
of the inspired Apostles in the very 
sense in which they themselves 
understood them. This ought to 
be possible; this ought to be at- 
tained by a free examination and 
inquiry, and by a careful use of 
the means we have in hand, as 
sure as every writing of a man 
of sense has its definite meaning, 
and as certain as these Scriptures, 
which have proceeded from the 
Spirit of God, are clear and per- 
This ought to 
be possible, as certain as when 
with a truth-seeking spirit, and a 
hearty desire for salvation, we 
make them the subject of investi- 
gation, we have the promise, that 
the Spirit of the Lord shall lead 
us into all truth. And be it, that 
owing to our weakness and im- 
perfection, a variety of sentiment 
result from this free inquiry, and 
that mistakes and errors make 
their appearance, we neither can 
nor ought, on this account, to dis- 
continue our investigation, nor to 
despair of the truth. This is the 
Lord’s affair, and is the sole basis 
of our salvation. Sacred seri- 
ousness is requisite. So long as 
we are not clear and firm in our 
convictions, we are like the reeds 
which are moved about by every 
wind, without strength, and desti- 
tute of real joy. If we err, we 
err at our own peril. Let every 
one seek to be fully satisfied in 
hisown mind. But God will, and 
must assist the sincere seeker ; fos 









| 
: 
| 
: 
| 
| 


to him, and to him alone is he 
answerable for his faith; he alone 
knoweth the heart! But if we 
are only responsible to God for 
our belief, we dare not, on any 
account, submit to compulsion in 
our creed; but must speak the 
truth, which, as the result of our 
serious inquiry, is become our 
conviction, freely and courage- 
ously, whatever may be the con- 
sequence. The candle which has 
thus been lighted, must not be 
placed under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick, that it may give light 
to all who are in the house. But 
with this obligation, we have at 
the same time a divine right to 
demand perfect liberty of faith 
and conscience. Yet still, if we 
acted like many in the present day, 
who loudly preach up liberty of 
conscience, and demand it for 
themselves; but as soon as one 
of a different persuasion to their 
own steps forth, and gains admit- 
tance into people’s minds, raise the 
ery of heresy, and invoke and 
employ the arm of secular power 
for the purposes of persecution, 
we should not be worth such 
liberty ourselves. Christ’s king- 
dom cannot tolerate any earthly 
restraint; it can only be founded 
and extended by the Spirit and 
the Word; and truth and convic- 
tion can neither be inherited nor 
imposed, nor produced by me- 
naces, but begotten in us by 
the Spirit of God; it must 
freely bloom forth from our in- 
most life. 
- .Now, whilst taking the Sacred 
Scriptures as our standard of 
faith and practice, as we must 
stand forth against all blind cre- 
dulity, all senseless imitation 
of others, and all restraints im- 
upon our. belief, we must 
also be opposed im the same de- 
gree to all the pride of reason, 


which generalby vaunts itself un- 
der the name of rationality, and to 
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all enthusiastic feeling commonly 
called mysticism. ~ 

He that will order his faith and 
practice according to the Scrip- 
tures, must certainly use his rea- 
son to understand what the Scrip- 
tures teach, and to become con- 
scious of the truth and divinity of 
their precepts. But on this very 
account he must renounce the er- 
roneous idea, that the whole trea- 
sure of divine truth is given him 
with his reason, or as thongh he 
possessed the perfection of reason, 
and as though he could by its 
means (which is now nothing else 
in his own thoughts than the sum 
of his previous attainments) be- 
come master of the Scriptures, and 
determine before-hand what the 
word of God should teach him, 
and what it should not. For rea- 
son is never a summary of truths, 
but only a capability of knowing 
the truth: it cannot produce truth, 
but only see it; not invent it, bat 
only find it: it is only the eye of 
the Spirit, to that which is eternal, 
indivisible, and incorruptible; and 
that which is, must present itself, 
in order to be perceived and 
known by it. Now, were a man 
to persuade himself, that, as a 
rational being, he were already in 
possession of all truth, although 
it had not completely unfolded 
itself in him, such a one would in 
truth need no revelation, but, in 
accordance with himself, must 
maintain that atl real divine know- 
ledge shoots forth from human na- 
ture of itself, and that he needed 
nothing further than intellectual 
intercourse. It is true, intellectual 
intercourse may promote truth; 
but may it not also promote er- 
ror? Does not a cloud of erro- 
neous ideas arise out of the con- 
sciousness of Deity in the human 
heart, as long as man is left to 
himself, which, instead of throw- 
ing light upon the divine nature, 
only obseures it? Have not-the 
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mightiest and the most civilized, 
turning away from the light of 
divine revelation, only produced 
mighty errors, which, instead of 
bringing us nearer to the living 
God, and. giving peace to our 
hearts and spirits, plunge us into 
the comfortless abyss of anaihila- 
tion? Tell me not of the pure 
knowledge of God possessed by 
so many thinking minds in the pre- 
sent day, who, independent of 
revelation, have begua and com- 
pleted their. researches; for they 
could not guard against the light 
that surrounded them, although 
they would not acknowledge it. 
Whatever they possess of good- 
ness and truth, they owe to reve- 
lation. That which they have re- 
jected in it, is the cause of their 
being destitute of life and power ; 
and that which is erroneous, which 
they have added of their own, 
brings death. Look rather at the 
heathen, if you are desirous 
of judging positively upon this 
subject. Where do you find, in 
any nation that has not received 
some ray of the light of revealed 
truth, a completely satisfactory 
knowledge of the life of God? 
Where is the sage, whose ideas of 
God have been free from error? 
The most sublime things they 
ever said of God, vanish when 
eompared with what the Bible 
teaches us of him; and none of 
them has been able to give a satis- 
factory answer to that most im- 
portant of all questions, How 
can a sinful man be saved and 
justified before God? No, my 
fellow Christians; without a ge- 
nuine revelation from God, which, 
like the Bible, is at the same time 
an inward and an outward revela- 
tion, there is no true knowledge of 
God; and only in the light which 
proceeds from God, can human 
reason be strengthened and_ per- 
fected. Ani this is the charac- 
teristic of genuine revelation, that 
N.S. No. 38. 
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it assists reason, and satisfies the 
material necessities of our nature. 
Whilst searching the Scriptures, 
therefore, we will humbly employ 
and perfect our reason, that we 
may experience, by divine teach- 
ing, how we may attain to entire 
convalescence of heart and spirit. 
The pride of reason is a disease 
of the spirit, and that under the 
form of superciliousness. 

The opposite of this pride of 
reason is another kiad of disorder 
of the spirit, namely, enthusiastic 
feeling, which consists in intellec- 
tual relaxation. When men are 
attacked by this disease, they feel 
their weakness and imperfection, 
but they will not use the means 
appointed by God for their restora- 
tion, but have recourse to the 
strange and the marvellous; they 
will not reflect and inquire, and 
act up to acknowledged truth, but 
only feel and enjoy; not believe, 
but see. They powerfully draw 
down that which is intellectual 
and invisible into the circle of ani- 
mai life, fill their imaginations 
with all Kinds of images, till they 
overflow; revel in their dreams and 
feelings; put far off the simple 
seriousness and perspicuity of the 
divine word, to the preference of 
their own bloated conceits.. Pre- 
sumptuous and self-conceited, they 
speak against every thing that 
does not wear their living boast 
of especial divine illuminations, 
and despise every rational ground. 
The understanding is their foe, and 
the Bible is dry and unsatisfying 
to them; hence they catch at new 
revelations, that by them they act 
aaa passively ; are on the watch 

or particular voices within them ; 
and are nevertheless unable to dis- 
tinguish the motions of their own 
spirits from the operation of the 
Divine Spirit, because they will 
not: they wait for external hints 
aad signs, whilst they entirely 
neglect the path plainly pointed 
Ss 
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out to them by the word of God; 
and though a thousand times de- 
ceived, they still resign themselves 
to every new deception; because 
they are not concerned about the 
power, but only about emotion, 
from a variety of new excitements ; 
not about the establishment of the 
life of the Spirit within them, nor 
about a clear assurance of the 
Spirit, but only about convenient 
enjoyment. As the pride of rea- 
son leads to infidelity, so enthu- 
siastic feeling leads to the most 
flagitious and absurd superstition. 
From these two diseases of the 
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soul, we can only defend ourselves 
by seriously searching the Scrip- 
tures, by a clear knowledge of 
Christian truth, drawn from the 
testimonies of the Apostles and 
Prophets; and most strenuously 
recommending this unprejudiced 
biblical research and knowledge 
of the Scriptures, I believe I have 
demonstrated what ought to be 
our chief concern, as members of 
a Christian Church, in order to 
obtain clear views of true Chris- 
tian doctrine, and to make ad- 
vances in acquaintance with it. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
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CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF 


EXOD. xxxiv. 7. 
«© And that will by no means clear the guilty,” 
(To the Editors.) 


GENTLEMEN,—I shall feel much 
obliged, if you, or some of your 
correspondents, would be pleased 
to give a critical and _ practical 
illustration of the following 
clause in the 7th verse of the 
34th chapter in the Book of 
Exodus—“ And that will by no 
means clear the guilty.” I am 
aware, that various ways have 
been given for the rendering of 
the Hebrew words mp» xd apn. 
They occur in the same form in 
Num. xiv. 18, and are there 
rendered by our translators, “ and 
by no means clearing the guilty :” 
also in Jer. xxx. 11; xlvi. 28; 
in the former of those passages 
the words are translated, ‘ and 
will not leave thee altogether un- 
punished ;” in the latter, “ yet 
will [ not leave thee wholly un- 
punished,” or according to the 
margin, “‘ not utterly cut thee 
off.” In Nahum i. 3, we meet 


with the same words, and in that 
place the version is, ‘* and will 
not at all acquit the wicked.” 

Dr. Boothroyd, in his Critical 
Edition of the Hebrew Bible, 
has a note on Exodus xxxiv. 7, 
wherein he says, ‘“‘ Some have 
contended, that they (viz. the 
Hebrew words above quoted) 
contain a further display of the 
divine mercy; and support their 
opinion by the vau conversive,* 
and the sense of the terms in other 
places. The Seventy, followed 
by most modern versions, render 
kat ov KaQaprer tov evoxov, &e, 
Mr. Bagster, in his comprehensive 
Bible, lately published, has the 
following note on Exodus xxxiv. 7. 
mpi» xd mp3, “ which is excel- 
lently Saailpat by Dr. Geddes, 
* acquitting him who is not inno- 
cent;’ which translation he justi- 
fies by a supposed elipsis of qwkx, 
who, and a slight change of the 





*A power which Professor Lee, in his 
Hebrew Grammar, says it does not pos- 
sess. See also Gell’s Observations on the 
Hebrew Idiom. 
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points. Such also is nearly the 
interpretation of De Dieu, which 
is approved of by Rosenmiiller. 
Nothing can more strongly ex- 
press the goodness of God to frail 
mortals than this, ‘ which,’ adds 
the Doctor, ‘has been misun- 
derstood and misinterpreted, I 
think, by all our translators.” 

Dr. Taylor in his Hebrew Con- 
cordance, translates the Hebrew 
above quoted, ‘and in clearing 
will not clear;” that is, and will 
by no means clear, or, and by no 
means clearing; and Gesenius, in 
the excellent Hebrew Lexicon 
reviewed in your January num- 
ber, ‘* but will not always for- 
give.” 

Should the foregoing be con- 
sidered worthy of insertion, its 
appearance, when convenient, as 
well as observations on the pas- 
sage proposed for illustration, will 
gratify, Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient servant, 


J. H. 
Exeter, January, 1828. 


aa 


In common with our correspon- 
dent J. H., and doubtless many 
of our readers, we have found 
some difficulty in reading or quot- 
ing the words, “* And that will 
by no means clear the guilty.” 
Tt must be obvious, however, that 
this difficulty has been chiefly 
created by the supplementary 
words, ‘ the guilty,” Coniee been 
introduced into the text by our 
translators, in imitation of roy 
évoxoy of the LX.X., and equiva- 
lent renderings in other versions. 
Accustomed as we are, in accord- 
ance with the testimony of Scrip- 
ture, to speak of ourselves as 
guilty before Jehovah; in other 
words, as justly meriting the in- 
fliction of that punishment which 
his: holy law } ee against 
transgressors; and, joyful as is 
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the intelligence which is commu- 
nicated to us in the Gospel, that 
the Just God whom it reveals, is 
the Justifier of the ungodly—it 
cannot but excite an anxious 
feeling of doubt and uncertainty, 
to read or hear the declaration 
to which our correspondent re- 
fers, a declaration, which, if taken 
absolutely, must cut off all hope 
of pardon from sinners, and ap- 
pears flatly to contradict innu- 
merable passages of the book of 
God, and particularly those in 
which it occurs, Exodus xxxiv.7.; 
Num. xiv. 18. 

For some time we were induced 
to quote the words in the follow- 
ing manner: “ Forgiving, but by 
no means clearing iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin.” Viewed in 
connexion with the development 
of the principles of the Divine 
Government, contained in the New 
Testament, there appears, in this 
construction of the passage, some- 
thing inexpressibly delightful, as 
it leads the mind at once to Cal- 
vary, where we behold the most 
signal vengeance taken on trans« 
gression, while mercy and for- 
giveness are extended to trans- 
gressors. A closer attention, how- 
ever, to the genius of the Hebrew 
language, has obliged us to aban- 
don this translation, as nothing 
else than an entire violation of the 
natural order of the original words 
can yield it any support. It is 
only necessary to read them ac- 
cording to the transposition which 
the above construction requires, in 
order to be sensible of its total re- 
pugnance to the current usage of 
the language. 

To the rendering of Geddes, 
though supported by the names 
of De Dieu and Rosenmiiller, 
we confess equal ropugmancn on 
grounds purely philological. No- 
thing is more convenient, in order 
to get over a difficulty, than to 
suppose ap ellipsis; but in this 
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ease, as in instances almost in- 
numerable, that adventurous critic 
arrives at it with rather too great 
ecipitancy : for, after stating that 
he here takes the word mp) in its 
common and well-known accepta- 
tion, he adds: “ Then I think, it 
will be readily allowed that mp) is 
in the same participial or gerundive 
form as 7¥) and xw3, which pre- 
cede, and 1p», that follows” But 
assuredly no Hebrew scholar, to 
whom the words mp» > mp3 might 
be nted, would ever allow, 
that, according to the idiom of 
the language, mp3 can be viewed 
as being here in any other form 
than the infinitive. Dr. G. pro- 
ceeds: “* This being granted, I 
consider the words mp» > sp as 
equivalent to mpy 8> we Ap). 
Every novice in Hebrew grammar 
knows that 7we is often elegantly 
suppressed in similar phrases.” 
He then quotes a number of ex- 
amples from the Psalms; but, 
strange to say, not one of them 
at all bears on the case before us, 
Instances are adduced to prove, 
what nobody ever doubted, that 
“we is sometimes omitted; but 
what was required to make good 
his hypothesis is, the suppression 
of the relative pronoun between 
two forms of the same verb, in 
phrases analagous to that under 
review. Would he have main- 
tained, that there is an ellipsis of 
“wis in the following instances? 


Exod, xix. 13. Spo’ Spo. 
xxi. 20. Op.’ cp). 
Job vi. 1. . . . dpw> dpw. 
or, with the negative particle x5 : 
Exod. v. 23. . ndyn xd dyn. 
Lev. xix. 20. . mn1p3 xd m1bz. 
Ezek. xvi. 4. . nndnn xd ndnn. 
DB... . ndbnn xd dnna. 


The fact is, wp” xb mp3 is only 
one of the numerous examples in 
which a finite verb is used in 
junction with its own infinitive, 
in order to express, the certainty 
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of a thing, some higher or stronger 
degree of what is suggested by the 
common form of the verb, or the 


continuation of an action; and 
must be rendered, ‘ will not al- 
together clear ;” or, in accordance 
with our last mode of stating the 
rule, “* will not adways clear,” or 
suffer to go unpunished :—i. e, 
how great soever may be the 
mercy, grace, and long-suffering 
of God, and how abundant soever 
his goodness, yet there are bounds 
in his government of the world, 
bey ond which the exercise of these 
attributes towards his rebellious 
creatures will not be extended— 
bounds, where mercy will give 
place to justice, and he will, in 
effect, say: “I am weary with 
repenting ; I will destroy my peo- 
ple, since they return not from 
their ways.” Jer. xv. 6,7. A 
very superficial acquaintance with 
the history of the people to whom 
the words were originally com- 
mitted ‘is all that is required to 
furnish abundant illustrations of 
their solemn import; and the ex- 
perience of the disobedient in all 
ages has evinced that no one ever 
hardened himself against God and 
prospered, and that though hand 
may have joined in hand, yet has 
sin not been permitted to go un- 
punished. 

We, therefore, consider the de- 
scription of the divine attributes 
of mercy, long-suffering, and for- 
giveness, as closing with the words 
immediately preceding those in 
question; and, that with them 
commences a description of dis- 
tributive justice, an attribute as 
essential to tle character and go- 
vernment of Jehovah as those just 
specified ; and propose that the 
whole passage should be rendered 
thus :-— 

*«* And Jehovah proclaimed : 
Jehovah God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-suffering, and of great 
benignity and truth, having be- 
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nignity in store for thousands (of 
generations,) forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin; but not 
always clearing :—visiting the ini- 
quity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, and upon the children’s chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth 
generation.” 

This translation is supported by 
the authority of Gesenius, as stated 
in the communication which has 
suggested these remarks. It is 
likewise supported by the German 
version of De Wette; and the 
oe oe is thus rendered in the 

anish version of Nahum i. 3. 
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THE SCEPTICAL YOUNG 
OFFICER. 


BY THE REV. DR, J. M. MASON, 
OF NEW YORK, 


[From the American Christian Magazine.) 


Every one has remarked the 
mixed, and often ill-assorted com- 
Lor which meets in a_ public 
packet or stage-coach. The con- 
versation, with all its variety, is 
commonly insipid, frequently dis- 
gusting, and sometimes insuffer- 
able. There are exceptions. An 
opportunity now and then occurs 
of spending an hour in a manner 
not unworthy of rational beings ; 
and the incidents of a stage coach 
produce or promote salutary im- 
pressions. 

A few years ago, one of the 
stages which ply between our two 
principal cities, was filled with a 
groupe which could never have 
been drawn together by mutual 
choice. In the company was a 
young man of social temper, affa- 
ble manners, and considerable in- 
formation. His accent was barely 
sufficient to show that the English 
was not his native tongue, and a 
very slight peculiarity in the pro- 
nunciation of the th ascertained 
him to be a Hollander. He had 
early entered into military life ; 
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had borrie both a Dutch and a 
French commission ; had seen real 
service, had travelled; was mas« 
ter of the English language; and 
evinced, by his deportment, that 
he was ho stranger to the society 
of gentlemen. He had, however, 
in a very high degree, a fault too 
common among military men, and. 
too absurd to find an advocate 
among men of sense—he swore 
profanely and incessantly. 

While the horses were changing, 
a gentleman who sat on the same 
seat with him took him by the 
arm, and requested the favour of 
his company in a short walk. 
When they were so far retired as 
not to be overheard, the former 
observed, ‘‘ Although T have not 
the honour of your acquaintance, 
I perceive, Sir, that your habits 
and feelings are those of a gentle- 
man, and that nothing can be 
more repugnant to your wishes 
than giving unnecessary pain to 
any of your company.” He start- 
ed, and replied, ‘* Most certainly, 
Sir! I hope I have committed no 
offence of that sort.” 

“You will pardon me,” replied 
the other, “ for pointing out an 
instance in which you have not 
altogether avoided it.” 

« Sir,” said he, ‘* I shall be 
much your debtor for so friendly 
an act: for, upon my honour, [ 
cannot conjecture in what I have 
transgressed.” 

“If you, Sir,” continued the 
former ‘had a very dear friend 
to whom you were under unspeak- 
able obligations, should you not 
be deeply wounded by any dis- 
respect to him, or even by hearing 
his name introduced and used with 
a frequency of repetition and a 
levity of air incompatible with the 
regard due to his character?” 

“Undoubtedly, and I should 
not permit it! but [ know not 
that I am chargeable with inde- 
corum to any of your friends.” ” 
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«* Sir, my God is my best friend, 
to whom I am under infinite obli- 
gations. I think you must recol- 
lect that you have very frequently, 
since we commenced our journey, 
taken his name in vain. This has 
given to me and to others of the 
company excruciating pain.” 

«* Sir,” answered he, with very 
ingenuous emphasis, ‘‘ I have done 
wrong. I confess the impropriety. 
I am ashamed of a practice which 
I am sensible has no excuse: but 
I have imperceptibly fallen into 
it, and I really swear without 
being conscious that I do so. I 
will endeavour to abstain from it 
in future ; and as you are next to 
me on the seat, J shall thank you 
to touch my elbow as often as I 
trespass.” This was agreed upon : 
the horn sounded, and the travel- 
lers resumed their places. 

Tn the space of four or five 
miles the ofhicer’s elbow was jog- 
ged every few seconds. He al- 
ways coloured, but bowed, and 
received the hint withut the least 
symptom of displeasure: and in 
a few miles more so mastered his 
propensity to swearing, that not 
an oath was heard from his lips 
for the rest, which was the greater 
part of the journey. 

He was evidently more grave; 
and having ruminated some time, 
after surveying first one and then 
another of the company, turned to 
bis admonisher, and addressed him 
thus: 

«* You are a clergyman, I pre- 
sume, Sir.” 

«« IT am considered as such.” 
He paused: and then, with a 
smile, indicated his disbelief in 
divine revelation, in a way which 
invited conversation on this sub- 
ject. 

- T have never been able to 
convince myself of the truth of 
revelation.” 

* Possibly not. But what is 
your difficulty ?” 
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*‘] dislike the nature of its 


proofs. They are so subtle, so 
distant ; so wrapt in mystery; so 
metaphysical, that I get lost, and 
can arrive at no certain con- 
clusion.” 

** I cannot admit the fact to be 
as you represent it. My impres- 
sions are altogether different. No- 
thing seems to me more plain and 
popular; more level to every com- 
mon understanding ; more remote 
from all cloudy speculation, or 
teazing subtleties, than some of 
the principal proofs of divine re- 
velation. They are drawn from 
great and incontestible facts ; they 
are accumulating every hour: they 
have ‘grown into such a mass of 
evidence, that the supposition of 
its falsehood is infinitely more in- 
credible than any one mystery in 
the volumes of revelation, or even 
than all their mysteries put to- 
gether. Your inquiries, Sir, ap- 
pear to have been unhappily di- 
rected—But what sort of proof 
do you desire, and what would 
satisfy you ?” 

“Such proofs as accompany 
physical science. This I have 
always loved; for I never find it 
deceive me. I rest upon it with 
entire conviction. There is no 
mistake, and can be no dispute 
in mathematics. And if a reve- 
lation comes from God, why have 
we not such evidence for it as 
mathematical demonstration ?” 

‘*« Sir, you are too good a phi- 
losopher not to know, that the 
nature of evidence must be adapt- 
ed to the nature of its object: that 
if you break in upon this adapta- 
tion, you wil} have no evidence at 
all; seeing that evidence is no 
more interchangeable than objects. 
If you ask for mathematical evi- 
dence, you must confine yourself to 
mathematical disquisitions. Your 
subject must be quantity. If you 
wish to pursue a moral investiga. 
tion, you must quit your mathe. 
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matics, and confine yourself to 
moral evidence. Your subject 
must be the relations which subsist 
between intelligent beings. It would 
be quite as wise to apply a rule 
in ethics to -the calculation of an 
eclipse, as to call for Euclid when 
we want to know our duty, or 
to submit the question, ‘“‘ whether 
God has spoken,” to the test of 
a problem in the conic sections. 
How would you prove mathe- 
matically that bread nourishes 
men, and that fevers kill them ? 
Yet you and I both are as firmly 
convinced of the truth of these 
propositions, as of any mathe- 
matical demonstration whatever ; 
and should I call them in ques- 
tion, my neighbours would either 
pity me as an ideot, or shut me up 
asa madman. It is, therefore, a 
great mistake to suppose that 
there is no satisfactory nor certain 
evidence but what is reducible to 
mathematics.” 

This train of reflection appeared 
new to him. For, however ob- 
vious it is, we must remember that 
nothing is more superficial than 
freethinking philosophy, and no- 
thing more credulous than its un- 
belief. Dogmatical positions as- 
serted with confidence, set off 
with small ridicule, and favour- 
able to native depravity, have a 
prodigious effect we the volatile 
youth, and persuade him that they 
have enlightened his understand- 
ing, when they have only flat- 
tered his vanity, or corrupted his 
heart. 

The officer, though staggered, 
made an effort to maintain his 
ground, and lamented that the 
“ objections to other modes of 
reasoning are numerous and per- 
plexing, while the mathematical 
conclusion puts all scepticism at 
defiance. 

‘¢ Sir,” rejoined the clergyman, 
<< objections against a thing fairly 
proved, are of no weight. The 
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proof rests upon our knowledge, 
and the objections upon our igno- 
rance. It is true, that moral de- 
monstrations and religious doc. 
trines may be attacked in a very 
ingenious and plausible manner, 
because they involve questions on 
which our ignorance is greater 
than our knowledge: but still our 
knowledge is knowledge; or, in 
other words, our certainty is cer- 
tainty.—In mathematical reason- 
ing our knowledge is greater than 
our ignorance. When you prove 
that the three angles of every tri- 
angle are equal to two right angles, 
there is an end of doubt; be- 
cause there are no materials for 
ignorance to work up into phan- 
toms; but your knowledge is 
really no more certain than your 
knowledge on any other subject. 

«« There is also a deception in 
this matter.—The defect complain- 
ed of is supposed to exist in the 
nature of the proof; whereas it 
exists, for the most part, in the 
mind of the inquirer.—It is im- 
possible to tell how far the influ- 
ence of human depravity obscures 
the light of human reason.” 

At the mention of “ depravity ,” 
the officer smiled, and seemed in- 
clined to jest; probably suspect- 
ing, as is common with men of 
that class, that his antagonist was 
going to retreat into his creed, 
and intrench himself ‘behind a 
technical term, instead of an ar- 
gument, This triumph was pre- 
mature, 

‘You do not imagine, Sir,” 
said he, continuing his discourse 
to the officer, “‘ you do not ima- 
gine that a man who has been 
long addicted to stealing, feels the 
force of reasoning against theft as 
strongly as a man of tried ho- 
nesty. If you hesitate, proceed 
a step further. You do not ima- 
gine that an habitual thief feels as 
much abhorrence of his own trade 
and character, as a man who never 
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committed an act of theft in his 
whole life. And you will not 
deny that the erenges of any crime 
gradually weakens, and frequently 
destroys, the sense of its turpi- 
tude. This is a strong fact, 
which, as a philosopher, you are 
bound to explain. To me it is 
clear as the day, that his vice 
has debauched his intellect: for 
it is indisputable, that the con- 
siderations which once filled him 
with horror, produce now no more 
impression upon him than they 
would produce upon a_ horse. 
Why? Has the vice changed ? 
Have the considerations changed ? 
No. The vice is as pernicious, 
and the considerations as strong, 
as ever. But his power of per- 
ceiving truth is diminished ; and 
diminished by his vice: for had 
he not fallen into it, the considera- 
tions would have retained, and, 
should he be saved from it, they 
will resume their original force 
upon his own mind. Permit your- 
self, for ene moment, to reflect 
how hard it is to persuade men of 
the virtues of others against whom 
they are prejadiced! You shall 
bring no proof of the virtues which 
the prejudice shall not resist or 
evade. Remove the prejudice, 
and the proof appears invincible. 
Why? Have the virtues changed ? 
has the proof been strengthened ? 
No. But the power of perceiving 
truth is. increased: or, which is 
the same thing, the impediment to 
perceive it, is taken away. If, 
then, there are bad passions among 
men; and if the object of divine 
revelation is to controul and rec- 
tify them; it follows, that a man 
to whom the revelation is pro- 
posed, will be blind to its evi- 
dence in exact proportion to the 
perverting influence of those pas- 
sious. And were the human mind 
free from corruption, there is no 
reason whatever to think that a 
moral argument would not be as 





The Sceptical Young Officer. 





[March, 


eonclusive as a mathematical ar- 
gument is now: and that the 
principles of moral and religious 
science would not command an 
assent as instantaneous and pe- 
remptory as that which is com- 
manded by mathematical axioms.” 

After a short pause, in which 
no reply was made by the officer, 
and the looks of the company re- 
vealed their sentiments, the clergy- 
man proceeded : ; 

«* But what will you say, Sir, 
should I endeavour to turn the 
tables upon you, by showing that 
the evidence of physical science 
is not without its difficulties; and 
that objections can be. urged 
against mathematical demonstra- 
tion more puzzling and unanswer- 
able than any objections against 
moral evidence ?” 

«I shall yield the cause; but 
I am sure that the condition is 
impossible.” 

‘* Let us try,” said the other. . 

«* T begin with a common case. 
The Newtonian system of the 
world is so perfectly settled, that 
no scholar presumes to question 
it.—Go, then, to a peasant who 
never heard of Newton, nor Co- 
pernicus, nor the solar system ; 
and tell him that the earth moves 
round its axis, and round the sua, 
He will stare at you, to see whe- 
ther you be not jeering him; and 
when he sees you are in earnest, 
he will laugh at you for a fool. 
Ply him, now, with your mathe- 
matical and astronomical reason 
ing. He will answer you that he 
believes his own eye-sight more 
than your learning; and his eye- 
sight tells him that the sun moves 
round the earth. And as for the 
earth’s turning round upon her 
axis, he will say, that ‘ he has 
often hung a kettle ovet the 
kitchen fire at night; and whep 
he came back in the morning, it 
was hanging there still; but bad 
the earth turned round, the kettle 
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would have been turned over, and 
the mash spilled over the floor.’ 
You are amused with the pea- 
sant’s simplicity, but you cannot 
convince him. His objection is, 
in his own ‘eyes, ‘insurmountable ; 
he will tell the affair to his neigh- 
bours as a good story ; and they 
will agree that he fairly shut the 
philosopher’s mouth. You may 
teply, that ‘the peasant was in- 
troduced into the middle of a ma- 
tired science, and that not having 
learned its elements, he was un- 
supplied with the principles of 
correct peters True: but 
your solution has overthrown 
ourself. A _ freethinker, when 
hears some great doctrine of 
Christianity, lets off a small ob- 


jection, and runs away laughing 


at the folly, or railing at the im- 
posture, of all who venture to 
defend a divine revelation; he 
gathers his brother unbelievers, 
and they unite with him in won- 
dering at the weakness or the im- 
pudence of Christians. He is in 
the very situation of the peasant. 
He bolts into the heart of a grand 
religious system; he has never 
advyerted to its first principles, and 
then he complains that the evi- 
dence is bad.— But the fault, in 
neither case, lies in the evidence, 
It lies in the ignorance or obsti- 
nacy of the objector. The pea- 
sant’s ground is as firm as the 
infidel’s. The proof of the New- 
tonjan system is to the former as 
distant, subtle, and cloudy, as the 

of revelation can be to the 
Jatter: ‘and the objection of the 
one as good as the objection of 
the other. If the depravity of men 
had as much interest in persuading 
them that the earth is not globular, 
and does not move round the sun, 
as it has in persuading them that the 
Bible is not true, a mathematical 
demonstration would fail of con- 
verting them, although the demon- 
strator were an angel of God! 

N.S. No. 39. 


“* But with respect to the second 
point, viz. that there are objec- 
tions to mathematical evidence 
more puzzling and unanswerable 
than can be alleged against moral 
reasoning, take the following’ in- 
stances : 

“It is mathematically dethon- 
strated that matter is infinitely 
divisible: that is, has an infinite 
number of parts: a lime, then, of 
half an inch long, has an infinite 
number of parts. Who does not 
see the absurdity of an infinite 
half inch? Try the ‘difficulty an- 
other way. It requires some por- 
tion of time to pass a particle of 
matter. Then as your half-inch 
has an infinite number of parts, it 
requires an infinite number of por- 
tions of time for a moving point 
to pass by the infinite number of 
parts: but an infinite number of 
portions of time, is an eternity 
Consequently it requires an eter- 
nity, or sumething like it, to move 

an inch.” . 

** But, Sir, interposed the offi- 
cer, “ you do not deny the accu- 
racy of the demonstration, that 
matter is infinitely divisible!” 
** Not in the least, Sir: I per- 
ceive no flaw in the chain of de- 
monstration, and yet I perceive 
the result to be infinitely absurd. 

** Again: It is mathematically 
demonstrated, that a straight line, 
called the asymtote of the hyper- 
bola, may eternally a ch the 
curve of the hyperbola, and. yet 
can never meet it. Now, as all 
demonstrations are built upon 
axioms, an axiom must always be 
plainer than a demonstration, and 
to my judgment it is as plain, that 
if two lines continually approach, 
they shall meet, as that the whole 
is greater than its part. Here, 
therefore, I am fixed. I have a 
demonstration directly in the teeth 
of an axiom, and am equally in- 
capable of denying either side of 
the contradiction.” ; 

T 
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“ Sir,” exclaimed the. officer, 
clapping his hands together, « I 
own I am beat, completely beat: 
I have nothing more to say.” 

A silence of some minutes suc- 
ceeded ; when the young military 
traveller said to his theological 
friend, ‘‘ I have studied all reli- 
gions, and have not been able to 
satisfy myself.” 

* No, Sir,” answered he, “‘ there 
is one religion which you have not 
yet studied.” 

** Pray, Sir,” eried the officer, 
roused and eager, “‘ what is that?” 

‘‘ The religion,” replied the other, 
‘* of salvation through the redemp- 
tion of the Son of God: the reli- 
gion which will sweeten your plea- 
sures, and soften your sorrows ; 
which will give peace to your con- 
science, and joy to your heart; 
which will bear you up under the 
pressure of evils here, and shed 
the light of immortality on the 

loom of the grave. This religion, 
i believe, Sir, you have yet to 
study.” : 

The officer put his hands upon 
his face; then languidly clasping 
them, let them fall down: forced 
a smile, and said, with a sigh, 
“ We must all follow what we 
think best.” His behaviour after- 
wards was perfectly decorous.— 
Nothing further is known of him. 


Seer eewteset 


REMARKS ON THE ERECTION OF 
CHAPELS. 


(To the Editors. ) 


GENTLEMEN—Y ou have inserted 
in your January Number a string 
of Queries on Building Cases, partly 
from’ the pen of the late Rev. 
A. Fuller, and partly by your 
correspondent Honestus. uch 
of these queries, we must admit, 
as founded on truth and justice ; 
but are not the first and the third 
evidently too nearly akin to the 
cold and selfish system adopted 
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by the followers of Messrs. Glass 
and Sandiman—a system which 
has uniformly shown itself either 
unfriendly, or at least not adapted 
to any extensive propagation of 
the Gospel. “If,” says the querist, 
‘* professors of religion have a 
proper regard to real Christianity, 
ersonal and social, they will not 
at a loss for a place to as- 
semble in to observe the laws of 
Christ ;” but should not. profes- 
sors, in providing places of wor- 
ship, have respect to those persons 
who, as yet, have no serious con- 
cern for their own spiritual wel- 
fare, as well as for those who have 
already been brought to the know- 
ledge of divine truth? Is it not, in 
fact, a most imperative duty, on 
the part of those who have been 
led to appreciate divine things, 
with regard to themselves, to seek 
the conversion of others, and, as 
far as opportunities are presented, 
to afford those facilities which 
may be expected to induce. the 
thoughtless to pay some attention 
to, the glad tidings of salvation? 
Should not the best interests of 
others form a leading principle in 
gathering of churches, and in the 
erecting of meeting-houses? The 
true Christian, cherishing the real 
spirit of Christianity, cannot live 
to himself. In matters of religion, 
his own edification and conye- 
nience can never form the boun- 
dary to the ardency of his bene. 
volent feelings.—After all that 
has been done, in the present day, 
—and much it must be admitted 
has been done,—few professors 
of religion have seriously injured 
their worldly circumstances by 
giving; and the time has not yet 
arrived when it may be necessary 
to restrain an excess of benevo- 
lence. Nay, is it not still true, 
that very few who call themselves 
Christians have formed a correct 
estimate of what should be the 
great purpose of human life, not 
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the enjoyment of the good things 
of this world—not exclusively 
their own preparation for eternity 
—but very eminently, if not main- 
ly, the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. - 

T know not that the idea of se- 
cular grandeur attaches with pro- 
priety to any of our places of 
public worship; at least not to 
any that have furnished an occa- 
sion for begging excursions. 

The first query is—‘* Ought not 
congregations to be content with 
places of worship suited to their 
circumstances?” Had the esteemed 
author of this query made some 
such addition as the following ;— 
and the extent and circumstances 
of the population by which they 
are immediately surrounded,—it 
might have been answered in the 
affirmative, without hesitation. 
But, as it now stands, it appears 
highly objectionable. Suppose we 
try the inquiry by a case which, 
no doubt, is in the recollection of 
several of your readers, In the 
city of York, for many P hii 
previous to 1814, the Indepen- 
dents had met in a small chapel 
in an obscure court; and one 
thing had so accommodated itself 
to another, that the meeting-house 
seemed well enough suited to the 
people in general by whom it was 
attended, or in other words, which 
I think amount to pretty nearly 


the same thing, the congregation. 


had not the means of providing 
itself with a better. Towards the 
close of 1812, by a striking inter- 
position of Providence, an indi- 
vidual was removed to this ancient 
city, not distinguished from his 
brethren otherwise than by his 
more extensive acquaintance with 
benevolent persons of the same 
denomination, and greater faci- 
lities of communicating with re- 
ligious friends in other parts of 
this highly important district. 
Having been accustomed to a 


~ On Religious “ Cant.” 139 


very different state of things, with 
regard to religion, he at once felt it 
his duty to excite discontent in the 
minds of his fellow-worshippers. 
He succeeded ; and though he had 
to encounter oblique difficulties 
from various quarters, in some 
cases where he had no right to ex- 
pect them, many souls, there can 
be no doubt, will have to bless 
God through eternity, that the con - 
gregation meeting in Jubbergate 
apy York, at the time alluded 
to, did not continue satisfied with 
4 nem of worship which probably 
r. Fuller would have pronounced 
suited to their circumstances. 
With regard to begging cases 
in general, if Honestus, ‘or any 
other correspondent, would point 
out a plan which would at once 
be economical, efficacious, and 
especially which would relieve mi- 
nisters from the very disagreeable 
necessity of becoming mendicants, 
he would, 1 am confident, be re- 
garded as conferring a very great 
obligation upon the denomination 


to which he belongs. 
|W. E. 


Se a a ah ed 


ON RELIGIOUS “ CANT.” 


[From the Manuscripts of the late 
Rev. John Cooke.] 


Reuierous Cant is truly dis- 
gusting to every class of society. 
It is an affectation of piety, with 
a soft, whining tone. It is hypo- 
crisy covered with pretensions of 
devotion in the face and voice; 
but, generally, such canting is 
perceived in such persons in civil 
society, as well as in religious, 
Canting is not confined to | 
hypocrites in religion, There are 
canting physicians and apothe- 
caries; canting lawyers and trades- 
men ; canting gentlemen and ladies 
—the rich and the poor—the scho- 
lar and the dunce—the master, and 
mistress, and servant may be can- 
T2 
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ters: yea, some preachers are 
guilty of the most disgusting 
whim in voice, and servility in 
manners, and receive from many 
‘hearers who despise religion, praise 
for their excellent sermons, and 
praise conveyed in the forms of 
the most canting politeness. And 
so general is this sickening at- 
tempt to please others, and com- 
mend themselves, that some of 
my plain neighbours complain, 
that even their barber is the 
greatest cant in the town. 

Aad it not unfrequently hap- 

ns, that those who are most 
orward to accuse others of cant- 
ang, are the most guilty of it 
themselves, and the greatest 
strangers to vital and experimen- 
tal religion, under the cant of its 
profession and forms, They ap- 
pear disgusted with hypocrisy, 
affect great sincerity, and boast 
of not pretending to more reli- 
Be than their neighbours, while 

eir conduct and conversation 
ar they are “ashamed of 

hrist before men,” and, as “‘ men 
of the world,” seek acceptance 
with men of the world. Our 
Lord remarks, that ‘ the world 
will love its own,” persons of their 
own taste, opinions, and customs; 
and he adds, ‘* Marvel not, if 
the world hate you,” my disci- 

les; ‘it hated ME before it 
ated you; because I testify of 

it, that ‘“‘ the works thereof are 
evil,” 

It is not hypocrisy these men 
hate, but spiritual, vital, experi- 
mental religion, And these REAL 
hypocrites cover their enmity by 
giving real religion the name of 
cant. 

Admitting, however, that cant- 
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ing, that is, h isy, exists in 
some, among all ranks, profes- 
sions, and trades, it does not 
follow, that all of each class are 
canting hypocrites. How great 
then must be that person’s en- 
mity to real religion, who stamps ~ 
the name of canting, or hypo- 
crisy, on a whole body of Chris- 
tians, whether Churchmen or Dis- 
senters, because some, like Ju- 
das, betray their Lord and his 
cause! ‘ The gall of bitterness” 
must be in their hearts, and the 
** poison of asps under their 
lips.” I know Dissenters with- 
out any principle, will cant, and 
cut, and trim, to Churchmen, 
because they are hypocrites in 
the esteem of Dissenters; and I 
know some canting Churchmen, 
who boast of their zealous at- 
tachment to the Church of Eng- 


land, whose tempers, conversa- 
tion, and conduct, prove, that 
they are enemies to the church of 


Christ. 

They go to church from worldly 
motives—are taught not to take 
the name of God in vain—to re- 
member the Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy—not to bear false witness 
against their neighbours—to keep 
their tongues from lying and 
slandering, and after each com- 
mandment, begin canting—* Lord 
have merey upon us, and incline 
our hearts to keep this law.” 
And to show their hypocrisy, 
swear, slander their neighbours, 
and profane the Sabbath-day, by 
worldly business and pleasure, by 
idleness and unprofitable habits 
and conversation; by paying or 
receiving visits, to eat, drink, 
indulge in levity, and Aill time! 
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MISSIONARY TRIUMPHS. 
How brightly the Sun of Redemption is breaking 
O’er lands that have dwelt in the shadow of night! 
From his long sleep of horror the Gentile awaking, 
Now joyfully comes to the day-spring of light. 
_ The Greenlander now, on his snow-cover'd mountain, 
Has tuned to the name of Jehovah his lays ; _ 
While the African sits by his sun-gilded fountam, 
And softly awakens the music of praise. 
In the woods of Columbia the red Indian ceases 
The terrible war-whoop they echo’d so long; 
He hears the sweet message of mercy from Jesus, 
And falls down to worship, and joins in the song. 
But hark! from the isles of the ocean are swelling 
The notes of the shell that so often exprest 
The coming of battle: but now they are telling 
The peaceful approach of a Sabbath of rest. 
Fair land of Tahiti! thy native shall never 
Pollute thy green hills with an altar of blood, 
The idols he bow’d to have vanish’d for ever, 
The worship he offers is only for God. 
Hawaii! thou beautiful island of wonders, 
Of terrible wonder so long unexplor’d, 
Thy wide lake of fire, with thy earthquakes and thunders, 
Shall now be acknowledg’d the work of the Lord. ¢ 
‘ No more, in the shade of his plantain reclining, 
Thy chieftain shall tremble at Pélé’st dread name, 
When he sees the high top of Ki-ran-e-a shining, 
Like giant array’d in a mantle of flame. 
o For the servants of God have been there, and have bréken 
The spell Superstition and Iguorance wove ; 
And the eloquent lip of an Ellis hath spoken 
The news of salvation, of mercy, and love. 
Ye soldiers of Christ, who your homes have forsaken, 
To carry to far distant nations his laws, 
May your zeal ever glow, and your faith be unshaken, 
*Till the kingdoms of earth are subdued to the cross. H. S. 8. 
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SONNET. 


Wirutw that fold is peace! The world beside 
Hath not a spot to rest a weary soul ; 
‘ And yet how many wanderers! Though the whole 
Of earth’s insipid pleasures have been tried, 
Prov’d, and despis’d,—how few that turn aside 
‘To seek the narrow path that leads to bliss, 
Beneath the guidance of His eye, whose peace 
Passeth all understanding !—To abide 
By the still waters of his love, is life; 
But to forsake them, infinite despair : 
Thou Heaventy Suepuerp!—guide us from the strife 
Of this tumultuous world, and lead us where 
Thy rivers of salvation sweetly stray, 
Through every hour Thyself our guardian, and our stay. W.S. M. 





* In one of the islands of the Pacific, when the king commanded that the Christian 
Sabbath should be observed, the natives complained of not being able to recollect it ; 
on which the Sovereign directed the coneh-shell to be sounded on Saturday evening, to 
announce the approach of the la-tabu, or holy day. 

+ For a splendid description of Kiranea, the volcano of Hawaii, see Mr Ellis’s truly 
interesting Tour through Hawaii. 

+ Pélé, the goddess of the volcano. 
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Discourses on the Blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit; Divine Influ- 
ence, and its Connexion with in- 
stituted Means. With Notes and 
Tllustrations. By William Orme. 
12mo. 5s. 

THE leading subject of this volume 

is generally allowed, by theological 

writers of every school, to be equally 
momentous and difficult. $t. Au- 
gustine said of it, there is no ques- 
tion in the Scriptures harder than 
this. From the days of St. Augus- 
tine down to our own, it has been 
discussed, without a satisfactory 
answer, by men of great ability 
and consummate learning. Among 
the most eminent of the schoolmen 
there were at least six different 
opinions upon this question, and, 
as far as our humble judgment 
goes, certainly all of them wrong. 

Final impenitency—presumption— 

obstinate unbelief —despair—resist- 

ance to the known truth—envying 
gracious gifts, have all been sup- 

to constitute this sin. Calvin 

defined it to be malicious resistance 
to divine truth only for the sake of 
resistance—‘* Qui divinw veritati 
(cujus fulgore sic perstringuntur ut 
ignorantiam causari nequeunt) ta- 
men destinata malitia resistunt, in 
hoc tantum, ut resistant.” Institut. 
lib. 3. cap. 3. Arminius, though 
sufficiently disposed to controvert 
every one of Calvin’s opinions, ap- 
pears in this to have subscribed to 
his definition. 

The more prevalent notion, since 
the Reformation, has certainly re- 
stricted the sin in question to the 
blasphemy of which the Jews were 
guilty, when they ascribed the mi- 
racles of Christ to Satanic powers. 
Among the supporters of this de- 
finition there are several varieties, 
but the most material distinction is 


that which makes a witnessing of 
the miraculous deed,. in connexion 
with the act of speaking evil of it, 
essential to the nature of the crime, 
and which thereby infers the ne- 
cessary restriction of the offence to 
the age of miraculous gifts. 

We pass by altogether a very 
considerable class of writers upon 
the subject, gwho insist that — the 
impossibility of pardon is only in- 
tended to represent a greater dif- 
ficulty; and they maintain, with 
almost unprecedented _perverse- 
ness, that the sin, whatever it is, 
is remissible, but is only more dif- 
ficult of remission than any other 
sin. This exposition was sanc- 
tioned by the memorable John Hales, 
of Eton, and is maintained by Gro- 
tius, Hammond, Rosenmiiller, and 
Doederline, with many others of 
inferior fame. 

It is, we believe, some oonsider-. 
able space of time since the dis- 
cussion was revived with any thing 
like the spirit and ability with 
which Mr. Orme has enterprized 
it. How far he has been success- 
ful in removing the obscurity which 
has so long enveloped this mo- 
mentous question, we wish our 
readers to judge. We shall, there- 
fore, first endeavour, by one or two 
extracts, to put them in possession 
of his views. We will, moreover, 
take upon us to assure our readers, 
that the more carefully and can- 
didly these views are subjected to 
the test of the holy records, the 
greater will be the gratification of 
their industrious and zealous au- 
thor. Truth, and not fame, is evi- 
dently the aim of the writer; and 
we are confident he will be the 
first to hail the friendly hand which 
will detect an error, or introduce 
a clearer light. The principal pas- 
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sage of Holy Scripture in which 
the sin against the Holy Ghost is 
mentioned, is in Matt. xii. 31. 
This Mr. O. has chosen as the text 
of the two first discourses. After 
some judicious observations upon 
the term e, and a very im- 
portant distinction between the dis- 
pensation of the Son of Man and 
the dispensation of the Holy Ghost, 
the author introduces his own views 
of the difficult phraseology in the 
text. 


*¢ The dispensation of the Holy Ghost, 
to which our text, I think, refers, com- 
menced with the exaltation of Christ, and 
the effusion of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost. Till then, we know that the 
Holy Ghost bad not been given, because 
Jesus had not been glorified. To the en- 
joyment of this Spirit, the Redeemer 
jooked forward as his own reward, he 
promised it for the comfort of his disci- 
ples, and declared that his office should 
be to ‘convince the world of sin, of righ- 
teousness, and of judgment.’ 

** This Spirit, in its copious, powerful, 
and sanctifying influences, was the grand 
consummating proof of our Lord’s divine 
character, and exclusive claims as the 
Redeemer of the world. The great design 
of the Spirit’s economy, is to bear testi- 
mony for Christ; and hence the Gospel 
which was preached at the beginning with 
the Holy Ghost, sent down from Heaven, 
was so demonstrated to be the power of 
God, and the wisdom of Ged, that men 
who rejected it were left altogether with 
out excuse; and men who calumniated 
and blasphemed it, were left without re- 
medy. It was then that the Divine Spirit 
appeared as the visible minister of righ- 
teousness and mercy. Jesus himself had 
withdrawn—his substitute now appeared 
in his place, arrayed in all the charms of 
his, love, and in all the majesty of his 
power; proclaiming for the last time for- 
giveness and eternal life through the blood 
of the cross. All that had hitherto been 
said and done against the Son of man 
might be forgiven; but the contradiction 
of the Holy Spirit could not be forgiven. 
as to the words and to the works 
of Jesus of Nazareth might obtain mercy ; 
but hostility to the Spirit of the Son of 
God must issue in endless ruin. He who 
stumbled at the stone might be broken; 
but he on whom the stone fell should be 
ground to powder. 

“‘ In accordance with these views, we 

remark, that had the Pharisees, who 
voted our Lord, been guilty of an unpar- 
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donable offence, we might have expected 
that they would be excepted from the uni- 
versal amnesty which the Apostles were 
appointed to proclaim; that while they 
were commanded to preach the Gospel to 
every creature, they should be interdicted 
from speaking a word of comfort to these 
forlorn and utterly reprobate offenders ; 
that a mark would have been set upon 
them, indicative of their iD, 
and of their appointed doom :—thus pu- 
nishing the enormity of their guilt, and 
exhibiting them as beacons of Divine 
wrath, for the admonition of others. But 
no such exception occurs in the commis- 
sion of the Gospel ;—no such limitations 
are marked in Heaven’s last law of mercy ; 
—no such mark of reprobation was set 
upon the sinners who blasphemed and re- 
viled the Son of man. 

** On the contrary, to these very men, 
many of whom must have been guilty of 
the crime charged on them by our Lord, 
were the Apostles commissioned to make 
the first overtures of pardon and favour. 
* Beginning at Jerusalem,’ by the express 
request of their Master, and proclaiming 
by his command to its guilty inhabitants, 
a free and fall pardon for all past offences, 
of whatever character and whatever dye, 
they must have comprehended not a few 
who bad formerly reviled Jesus, and who 
probably joined in the fiend-like exclama- 
tion,—‘ His blood be upon us and our 
children.’ 

‘* Did the Apostles then object to such 
individuals, when they presented them- 
selves as desirous of salvation? When, in 
an agony of despair, they inquired what 
they must do to be saved, did the messen- 
gers of mercy inquire, Whether they be- 
longed to this proscribed class of of- 
fenders? Did they seek to discriminate 
the reprobate wretches for. whom there 
was no forgiveness, from those for whom 
mercy was yet in store? Most assuredly 
not. They engaged in no such heartless 
and heart-rending inquiries. They knew 
no such persons, and recognized no class 
of offences for which they had no cure. 
They had but one office to discharge, and 
this was to proclaim, ‘ that God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever belicveth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.—This is.a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all accéptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief—All things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the mini 
of reconciliation, For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him,’ 

* Hence, the only persons whom the 
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A considered as hopeless, and from 
mio they turned away, were those who 
despised the salvation which they preached, 
and reviled the Divine evidence by which 
the Holy — attested it to be from God. 
We find invariably pressing upon 
their countrymen, as well as upon others, 
the message which they were appointed to 
deliver; giving to them the same encou- 
t to receive it as to all others ; 
mnly charging it upon them not to re- 
sist the Holy Ghost, but to be submissive 
to his heavenly communication. Never 
did they cease to intreat and persuade 
these men to receive God’s salvation, till 
resisted and reviled them. The in- 
stances with which we are furnished in 
the book of Acts, of the conduct of the 
Jews, and of the manner in which they 
were treated by the Apostles, are particu- 
larly worthy of consideration, and stri- 
kingly illustrative of the sentiments we 
are 


vocating. 
*« Thos at Ratiock, after there had been 
deal of preaching, and some im- 
t results from it, we are told,— 
that when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
were filled with envy, and spake 
those things which were spoken 
ba contradicting and blaspleming. 
n Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
said, It was necessary that the word of 
&. should first have been spoken to you: 
seeing t it from you, and judge 
we ah ok of watt non Fon life, io, 
tufa to the iles. For so hath the 
Lord commanded us, og have sect 
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldest be for salvation unto the 
ends 
Ti 


of the earth.’ 
Thus at nth :—* When Silas and 
Were come from Macedonia, 
Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified 
to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. And 
themselves, and blas- 
bese eer (oom oo 
r upon your own 
lean: from aaretirth I 


[ 
; 


g 


finally at Rome, when Paul had 
ar endeavoured to convince 

Jesus was the Christ, we are 

believed the things which 

spoken, and some believed not. And 

hot among themselves, 

after that Paul had spoken 

word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by 
Penian the het see our neg ™ say- 
ing, Go unto le, and say, Hear- 
md shall Mier and shall nie under. 
; and seeing ye shall see, and not 
perceive; for the heart of this people is 
waxed gross, and their cars are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed ; 
lest should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with 
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their heart, and should be converted; and 
L should heal-them.’ ‘ 

‘« These were the men, who, isting 
in this conduct, were guilty of the unpar- 
donable offence ; for they contradicted the 
testimony of the Holy Ghost,’ and blas- 
phemed his last and crowning dispensa- 
tion of mercy. They had, formerly, per- 
haps, despised the Saviour, and rej 
his claims,—they had slandered his cha- 
racter, and dyed their hands in ‘his blood. 
—But for this—all this, there was salva- 
tion through his cross—did they only re- 
pent and believe in him. This they per- 
sisted in refusing ; and for this, there was 
and could be no remedy. The Apostles 
turned from them, as men given over to a 
reprobate mind, They had done all that 
they had in their power to do—proclaimed 
their message, established its truth, and 
pressed its reception.—For this, they were 
visited with hatred, calumny, and desperate 
and outrageous abuse, They said nothing; 
they endured the personal insult ; but they 
could do no more. With hearts over- 
charged with sovrow, they sought other 
subjects among whom to exercise their 
ministry, and other trophies of their Sa- 
viour’s power and grace.’’—pp. 18—24. 


The second discourse is princi- 
pally occupied in stating the rea- 
sons which, Mr. Orme conceives, 
justify the exclusive brand of un- 
pardonable affixed to this sin. We 
would gladly cite these reasons at 
length, but refrain, for the sake of 
introducing some admirable ‘pas- 
sages from the other sermons, and 
to allow ourselves the opportunity 
of offering a suggestion or two 
upon the views which Mr. O. has 
presented to the public. 

If the sin or blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost is the malicious 
reviling of the dispensation of the 
Spirit, which dispensation com- 
menced at the ascension of Christ, 
or-at the day of Pentecost—then 
what was the sin of the multitude, 
who said, when they witnessed the 
effusion of the Holy Ghost on that 
day, ‘* these men are full of new 
wine?” (Acts ii. 13.) This calum- 
nious and most opprobrious blas- 
phemy, as it appears, Peter pro- 
ceeds to rebut, and to show that 
now was come the dispensation of 


the Spirit foretold by their own 
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prophets, &c.; and the result was, 
the enforcement upon these very 
blasphemers of the doctrine and 
¢laims of Jesus, and the conversion 


and baptism of three thousand.’ 


The diftieulty which seems to press 
upon Mr. Orme’s view from this 
connexion, and which we merely 
suggest to his consideration, may 
be thus stated:—If this sin of 
charging the now inspired apostles 
‘with drunkenness, was the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, 
then how can we vindicate Peter 
for attempting their conviction and 
repentance, or explain their sub- 
sequent conversion and salvation ? 
Aud if it is alleged, that this at- 
tributing of these splendid effusions 
of the Spirit to wine, and the 
identifying of his mighty working 
with imebriety, does not come 
within the definition, we are then 
at a less to know, where, in the 
scale of the sin of defamation, the 
very blasphemy in question com- 
mences, We would merely ask, does 
it not demand a somewhat more 
accurate separation from the case 
in the 2d chapter of Acts, and is 
not that case deserving a more 
careful examination than it ap- 
pears to have received? While 
we make this remark, we would 
not have it thought that we are 
opposed to Mr. O's view of the 
question ; we merely intend to in- 
timate that some difficulties yet 
remain, which we should be glad 
to see entirely removed, 

Mr. Orme’s explanation, though 
coincident in the main with that 
given by Whitby, and by Dod. 

ridge, was arrived at, by the pre- 
sent writer, before he discovered 
that it had been maintained by 
those authors. 

As far as we are awafe, to 
Whitby belongs the credit of bring- 
ing forward the explanation which 
Mr. Orme has sanctioned, and in 
the defence and explanation of 
which he has certainly done .more 

N.S. No. 89. 
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than any writer that has preceded 
him. If the theory adopted should 
not be found in all respects satis- 
factory, it certainly has the recom- 
mendation of being attended with 
the fewest difficulties of any ex- 
planation which has yet been at- 
tempted. 

The third discourse is on The 
‘Nature and Necessity of Divine In- 
Sluence in promoting the Success of 
the Gospel. We would willingly 
make several citations from this- 
admirable sermon, but must omit 
them, to make room for some of 
the stirring and important senti- 
ments of the fourth discourse. The 
author observes— 


*¢ That the Lord has been doing, and is 
doing a great work in our day, it is our 
privilege to know and.ack ge. The 
church of Christ has been roused from the 
slumber of ages, and like a giant refreshed 
with new wine, bas been puttieg forth a 
mighty effort to redeem its Jost character, 
and to accomplish the salvation of the 
world. In the translation and multiplica- 
tion of the Scriptures, in the employment 
of ing some to propagate the truth, 
and in the applieation of property to Chris- 
tian purposes, the present age is certainly 
distinguished above all that have preceded 
it, Yet there seems a general imvypression 
abroad, that the success has not corre- 
sponded with the effort, that the means 
employed have been greater in proportion 
than the result. Divine influence, it is 
supposed, has not beem imparted to the 
extent we might have anticipated ; and al- 
thongh blame is not directly charged upow 
God, a feeling of disappointment or mur- 
muring is scarcely suppressed. ; 

** | doubt the fact of our sticcess not 
being in full proportion to ourdmeasures- 
and to our faith, Though not according 
to our wishes, it has been far beyond the 
desert of all our labours, contributions, 
and prayers. So far from complaining, 
think there is abundant cause for grati- 
tude and en ent in what has taken 
place, and in all that is now going on. 
The present is nota of * small things,’ 
however some ise, and others 
sneer at the progress of events. The 
in which we live would have rejoiced 
spirits of our forefathers, lad they been 
privileged to witness them, and will 
be looked back upon by the children of a 
more glorious period, as the cotimence- 
ment of the triumphs which shall then be 
ee 
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** Tam at the same time far from main- 
taining that more might not have been 
reasonably expected, and that more might 
not have taken place. _1 am not sure that 
all has been done on the part of the people 
of Christ, that they should have done. I 
question, whether there has not been some 
concealed Achan in the camp, bringing 
discomfiture on the armies of the cross. 
Have we brought all the tythes, (I do not 
mean:our property only, bati other 
Christian contributions) ioto the store- 
louse of God? Have we made full proof 
of him in the way that his word points 
out? Had this been the case, assuredly he 
would have ‘ opened the windows of hea- 
ven and poured us out a blessing till there 
should not have been room enough to re- 
ceive it.’”’—pp. 87—89. 


Referring to the comparison 
which may be instituted between 
the success of the primitive preach- 
ers of the Gospel and those of 
modern times, he says— 


** We speak with rapture of the success 
of the — in primitive times; and we 
refer it with propriety to the extraordinary 
out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. But look, 
I beseech you, also at the agents whom 
God then blessed. I speak not now of 
their supernamral endowments, or of 
the miraculous powers which sustained 
their pretensions, and attested their mis- 
sion. I speak of their high moral qua- 
lities and spiritual attainmeots. I refer 
to the devotedness by which they were 
distinguished ; to the marked predomi- 
nance of Christian principle, and their 
elevated superiority to all earth-born con- 
siderations. Look at them, giving up all 
for Obrist’s sake ; parting with friends, 
and country, and possessions, and content 
to become exiles and anathemas for their 
work ; setting at defiance, ‘ the world and 
the world’s law;’ laying their account 
with the worst it could do, and therefore 
prepared to endure its worst; unwearied 
in their exertions, patient in their tribula- 
tions, persevering and ardent in all their 
efforts; presenting themselves continually 
before the world as the men of another 
region, who had but one subject of con- 
versation, one spring of action, and one 
object of pursuit ;—pure in their lives— 
simple in their manners—artless in their 
representati in short, living for Christ, 
and at all times ready to die for Christ. 
Is it — .* iy = —— ? 
Is it surprising that should exclaim, 
—‘* Now thanks be to God who always 
causeth us to triumph, and maketh mani- 
fest by us the savour of his name in e 
place?’ The wonder would have been had 
they not succeeded. They were instru- 
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ments prepared and fitted by God; they 
were worthy of the cause ia which a> | 
were engaged; and in such hands, wi 
the blessing of God, it was impossible that 
cause should not have triumphed. 

«¢ In their whole conduct, they presented 
direct and palpable evidence to the world 
of the sincerity and strength of their own 
belief in the heavenly system which they 
propagated ; while in the wide difference 
which subsisted between that conduct and 
the spirit by which it- was animated, and 
all that was current in the world, a eon- 
stant subject of inquiry was suggested, 
and a secret conviction induced that the 
cause which they espoused was more than 
human, Hence the constant anxiety which 
the apostle of the Gentiles manifested, to 
defend himself and his brethren, against 
all charges of sclf-interest and covetous- 
ness, and worldly ambition. Hence his 
desire to stand well with his brethren, as 
superior to all deceit and hypocrisy, and 
vain-glory.—And hence bis appeals, how 
holily, unblameably, and tenderly, he be- 
haved himself among them that believed. 

**So far from this being an over- 
wrought picture of the first agents by 
whom the kingdom of heaven was esta- 
blished, I am satisfied it comes far short 
of the reality. The most superficial ac- 
quaintance with the New Testament must 
satisfy every individual, that the charac- 
ters there exhibited exceed the portrait. 
By such men were the humble and hea- 
venly doctrines of Jesus taught with the 
greatest consistency. They embodied 
those doctrines in their lives. They were 
truly ‘ living epistles of Christ, known 
and read of all men.’ They practised the 
self-denial, which they taught, and illus- 
trated the heavenly-mindedness, which 
they inculcated. They were cxamples of 
the love which they preached, and pat- 
terns of the purity which they recom- 
mended. In all things they approved 
themselves ‘as the ministers of God, in 
much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, 
in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, 
in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in 
fastings ; by pureness, by knowledge, by 
long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of 
truth, by the power of God, ny oe armour 
of righteousness on the right hand and on 
the left, by honour and dishonour, by 
evil report and good report: as deceivers 
and yet true; as unknown and yet well 
known ; as dying, and, behold, we live ; 
as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, 
yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing al] things.’ 

‘‘ If this exhibition should contrast 
with the agents frequently employed in 

odern times in the propagation of the 
Gospel, whether at home or abroad, I am 
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not concerned to apologize for the state- 
ment, but to maintain its truth. If we 
expect to enjoy primitive success, we must 
be furnished with primitive instruments. 
Nor ought we to despair of obtaining 
them. The Redeemer, who was exalted 
to give gifts. to men, is still upon his 
throne, and possessed of all the plenitude 
which ever belonged to him. We have 
the same principles to form them, the 
same great cause to animate them, and 
the same Holy Spirit to endow and qualify 
them, as well as to hless their efforts. 
The standard of intellectual and spiritual 
fitness, both for the foreign and home 
ministry, has been placed too low; the 
consequence has been, that comparatively, 
a small number of suitably-qualified per- 
sons have engaged in it. en of an infe- 
rior grade have thought themselves, and 
have been thought by others, fit for an 
undertaking, for which the event has 
shewn that many of them never were de- 
signed. Thus, much distress has arisen to 
themselves, and much disappointment has 
been occasioned to others. By clevating 
the standard, we shall not discourage, 
but call forth a holy emulation. The 
unsuitable may be kept back, a smaller 
number of aspirants may appear; but the 
few choice spirits that may devote them- 
selves to the work, will be worth a host 
of feeble, contracted, and grovelling souls. 
The higher and the more honourable that 
we place the cause, the more likely are 
we to operate on the right sort of men to 
e in it. If the arduousness and 
culties of the enterprize be great, 
the more careful should be the selection 
of instruments. Better allow a post to 
remain vacant, for a time, than fill it 
with an unqualified labourer. The turn- 
ing point in determining a foreign arrange- 
ment especially, should be, not this place 
must be occupied, and this is the only 
person we have; but this is the fit in- 
strument for tke work to be done.”— 
pp. 97--101. 


In tracing the connexion of di- 
vine influence with the use -.of 
means, the author makes some 
statements which, though they have 
been little pressed upon public at- 
tention, are, we believe, perfectly 
just, and deserving of most serious 
consideration. 


“* The second observation I have. to 
make is, that there seems no other limita- 
tion annexed to the promise of this influ- 
ence than what is fixed by the faith and 
conduct of the people of God themselves. 
1 mean to say, that, if we expect great 
things, and attempt great things, God is 
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under an absolute, not a conditional en- 
gagement, to accomplish great things. 
He has not reserved to himself the right 
of withholding the influence, which shall 
fully correspond with the faith and la- 
bours of his people. He is faithful and 
cannot deny himself. By how much we 
trust in him, and fulfil his commands, by 
so much he will perform all his covenant 
engagements to us and to the world. If 
God is doing no mighty work among us, 
or during our day, the same reason may 
be assigned which is given for Christ’s 
not exercising his heali wer in certain 
districts in the days of his flesh: « He 
could there do no mighty works, because 
of their unbelief.’ No want of power or 
of benevolence belongs to God; no un- 
willingness to exercise his generous kind-. 
ness ; but we set bounds to the Holy One 
of Israel, by our faithlessness, our indo- 
Jence, and unconcern for his glory and 
the good of others. If our faith were 
but as a grain of mustard seed, mountains 
of difficulties would be removed out of the 
way, every sacrifice would be rendered 
easy, and success beyond our most san- 
guine anticipations would follow all our 
efforts to promote the divine glory. 

‘* These views are both corroborated, 
and established by the history of the pro- 
pagation, and success of the Gospel in 
the world. Whether we attend to the 
pages of sacred history, or to the well- 
authenticated records of modern times, 
we shall find, that there is a clearly marked 
connexion between the faith, the prayers, 
and the devotedness of God's people, and 
the communication of all needful influence 
and success:—that the servants of God 
have never proved him, without his open- 
ing the windows of heaven:—and that 
they have never faithfully published his 
word, witbout finding, that it did not re- 
turn to him void. 

** We look back with wistfulness to 
Pentecostal days, when the Spirit was 
poured out from on high in copious and 
enriching streams; and we sigh, .and 
seem to sigh in vain, for their return. 
We t, perhaps, that the disciples 
who previously believed, ‘ All con- 
tinued with one accord in prayer and suppli- 
cation, with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.’ 
That in the expectation of these days, 
they were in solemn convocation, praying 
for the Spirit, when it fell upon them. 
We wonder at the rapid increase of the 
church, but are in danger of overlooking 
the circumstances in which it took place. 
Hear the historian’s account of it: ‘ And 
aH that believed were together, and had 
all things common ; and sold their pos- 
sessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every man bad need. And they, 
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continuing 

temple, and breaking bread from. house te 
house, did. eat their meat with yladness 
aud singleness of beart, praising God, 
and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added tothe church daily such 
as, should be saved;’ What.a view does.this 
give of the love, the devotedness, the spiri- 
tuality, and the zeal. of, apostolic’ Chris- 
tians. These men were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, they were prepared for any thing, 
and ready for every enterprize to which 
their Master’s cause might cal] them. 
There is. an evident congruity, between 
the state of the people,. their exertions, 
and. their. prayers, and the success which 
attended their labours. - 

‘s Follow, the apostles, and their coad- 
jutors, not only inte the forums, and 
synagogues, and schools, where they xp- 

advocating. the claims of Jesus of 
azareth, and commending his salvation 
to the bosems. andthe consciences of men ; 
‘but, to their private retirements, and mark 
the spisit, of fervent; and holy importu- 
nity with which they intreat God to direct 
their way, to bless labours which were to 
he performed, and, labours which had 
already taken, place. Observe the uni- 
formity. of. their chavacters, the atmo- 
‘sphere of Christianity in which they lived 
and breathed, and carried about with 
them, Look. ot. the manner in which 
they were upheld by their Christian 
brethren, whose prayers and ‘imitation of 
their. e in devoted, labour. and pa- 
tient suffering, reflected in every direction 
the light, which they received; and. then 
wilk cease to wonder—that, while 
“they went. forth and preached every 
where, the Lord wrought with them, and 
confirmed the. word ;’ that.‘ the hand of 
the Lord was with them, and great multi+ 
tudes. were made vbedient to the faith.’ 

*« While the genuine spirit of, Chris- 
tianity lasted, its’ success. continued; not 
always:indeed in the same: degree, but in 
such a as marked: the approbation 





degree 
of God, and excited the, astonishment of, 


men. But when faith waxed feeble, love 
decreased in proportion; zeal became 
coki, and a nominal profession succeeded 
to the. life and the power of. godliness, 
Converts came in slowly, and: those, who 
did, come in were rather proselytes to a 
new. system of opinions, thaw. partakers 
of the.grace: and. the spisit: of Jesus, 
Laws iene enactment superseded the 
principles, which had rendered ;such Jaws 
unnec ; butfailed to-produce their 
effects. outward. limits. of Chris- 
tianity- extended, while its, true dimen- 
sions gradually sbrunk in. Its glory con- 
sisted in rank of its professors, the 
splendour of its edifices, the pomp of its 
ceyemonies, the uniformity of its ritual 
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and its creed ; but its prayers ceased to be 
effectual with God, and its labours to be 
beneficial to men. The cherubim took 
their departure, and Ichabod was written 
on its deserted temples, and its desecrated 
walls.”—pp 136--140. 


‘* The way to the full enjoyment of this 
blessing, then, is the vigorous. and en- 
lightened pursuit of those measures with 
which it is. connected in the Divine econo- 
my.; which are appointed to. act. as con- 
ductors of tbis celestial energy,, and to. 
bring down upon a withered and nesishing 
world the life, and light, and purity o 
heaven. It is not to be obtained by stand- 
ing still and gazing upwards ; it is not to 
be brought down. by the best devised 
schemes or apparatus of human contriy- 
ance ; it is not to be secured by the dull 
and monotonous employment cven of 
God's, own institutions ;. but by dogend~ 
ence on ‘ the selectest influences’ of the 
Holy Spirit, combined with a. conscien- 
tious, energetic, and, enthusiastic emplay- 
ment of all our sanctified powers, and the: 
use of Christ’s prepared instruments. 
These God has never failed te acknow- 
ledge, and to reward with success. 

It does not follow from our combining 
thus closely the influences of. the Spirit. 
with the use of appointed means, that 
therefore the means must always ede ; 
and that God limits himself to the course 
which his people see meet to pursue, 
This is not at all necessary; nor indeed 
is it the sentiment we mean to inculcate. 
The first impulse to all right conduet, 
and to all wise exertion is. from 
Sometimes the measures proposed by.us,, 
though good in themselves, may, not be. 
in accordance. with God's. intention, and 
they will therefore be prevented, or fail. 
Paul and his companions would gladly, 
have preached the Gospel in Asia, but 
were ferbidden of. the Holy, Ghost, They 
attempted to go into Bithynia for this 
purpose, but the Spirit suffered them not.”’ 
—pp. 143, 144, 


«There is a constant danger of* ex- 
tremes and inconsistency in the opera- 
tions of men, and im the, working, of the 
means which God has: called. them to 
employ. Our fathers were men of. prayer 
and of spiritual abstraction --their children 
are men of bustle, and activity, and public 
spirit. The former failed from not doing, 
as well as praying; the latter may not 
less fail, by doing without praying. The 
observance of. apparent failure has led 
men to sneer at soctetics, and committees, 
and public meetings, and to endeavour 
to bring them into disrepute,. ‘These are 
not the things which are wrong; and the 
abandonment of them would not be the 
cure, bat the death of: the cause, What 
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we want is, not that. men should do these 
things less, but that they should do.other 
thi more; that they should study 
consistency ir all things; that they should 
pray as well as meet to make or to hear 
speeches; and consecrate themselves, as. 
well as devote their property to the king- 
dom of heaven. 

“Phe attention of the church in latter 
years: has been greatly direeted to means, 
and. men’s; ingenuity has actually been 
pnt to the rack to devise schemes of bene- 
volence and usefulness. Societies and 
plans: of operation have been multiplied, 
till neither time nor strength seems equal 
to their demands, and the mind itself 
feels incapable of following the details of 
their progress: To all this we do not 
Object —Nay, in all this we do rejoice ; 
yea, will rejeiee. tis: not from this 
we augur ilk to tlie world, or to the cause 
of Christ. Bounding frony what may be 
considered the over-straining of human 
power, men have proposed as the chief 
thing of importance, praying for the Spirit, 
and waiting for the coming of the Lord. 
We object not.to this. It is the prayer 
of faith that shall save the world; and the 
men who are waiting for the coming of 
their. Lord; are in the best attitude for 
doing bis work, What we-would recom- 
mend, is. not prayer and spiritual depen- 
dence in opposition to effort; but their 
enlightened and regular combination. 
That while the eye is directed to God, 
the hand should. be laid upen nien; that 
while Heaven's. bigssing is fervently im- 
plored, personal activity. should not be 
laid aside; that following the example, 
and obeying the precepts’ of the Re- 
deemer and*his apostles, we should. be 
steadfastin the faith, immoveable in the 
hope, and always abounding in the work 
of the Lord}; knowing that thus ‘ our 
labour’in the Lord ‘shall rot be in-vain.’ ’’ 


The following animated and 
rousing remarks form the summing 
up of the last sermon, 


.** Sustained by these considerations, 
tell us not that we are worms of the 
dust, that our weapons are wielded by 
mortal feebleness, and’ that the array 
against us is: most appabling 3--tell us not 
of the. strength of man’s comity to God, 
and of the inveteracy of all his habits of 
ungodliness ;~-tell us not of the increase 
of that inveteracy, by the idolatries and 
abominations of the world ;—tell us not 
of the hold which the prince of the power 
of darkness has over his-unhappy subjects 
and slaves, Ali these things we know and 
feel. Bat-strongeris He that is with us, 
thew all who can be against’ us. The 


the Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 


Mo. 


treasure is indeed in. earthen vessels;;. 
but. it is, that the exeellency of the: power: 
may be of God,, and not of: men. The 
weapons of our warfare are mighty thevagh: 
God ; though they are not carnal 

and therefore, in the hands of the Spirit 
of God they ‘cannot be employed in vain. 
The influence which encourages to draw. 
the bow, which barbs the arrow and speeds 
its flight; directs with unerring certainty’ 
its aim, and can bring all: the enemies.of 
God and of his Christ. under subjection. 
What God can do, he has promised that 
he will do; so that nothing is wanting 
but the contribution of our zeal and of 
our prayers, to a glorious: victory over all 
the powers of evil and of darkness. 

** Let the church of God then, be faith- 
ful to the deposit which has been eh- 
trusted to it. To his people he has given 
charge of his holy oraeles, and in rn a 
to, proclaim their truths through all the 
world. He has committed to them the 
interests of his glory, and of the salva~ 
tion of men. He has confided’ to them 
the honour of being bis. rementbraneers, 
to put him in. miad of his own promisesy. 
and of his covenant obligations; and 
while he has reserved to himself the exer- 
cise and application of that healing power, 
which effectually worketh the counsel of 
his own will, he has given to his church 
the key which unlocks: the sacred store- 
house, by promising to dispense its trea- 
sures in answer to faith and prayer. 

«« ¢ The world is all before us,’ andthe 
command to go in and possess it, is sound- 
ing in ourears. Already the pioneers of 
the saered army are at work in every 
land, and the precursors of the heralds’of” 
the cross are operating in every — 
The signs of the times-are all favourab 
to our, efforts and our wishes, Already 
God has blessed our endeavours beyond 
our expectations, and he is waiting * till 
our faith shall be increased, that he may: 
enlarge us according to his. rule. abua- 
dantly.’ It is for us then to, determine 
whether the work shall go on and extend, 
or retrograde and diminish ;—whether by 
the contribution cf our prayers, our la- 
beurs, and our property, it shall be carried. 
forward in a manner worthy of the cause, 
and of the name we profess; or whether, 
by withholding them, we shall at’ once 
deprive ourselves of the reward of turning 
many to. righteousness, and retard the 
progress of the Redeemer’s: glory. Pe 
pp. 155--157. 


The notes and iHustratidues) which 
occupy nearly half the volume, con- 
tain the more critical andy minute 


part of the author’s argument, and 
serve to relieve the discourses ftom 
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much matter, which, though highly 
important and interesting to scho- 
lars, would have made the sermons 
heavy and toilsome to the general 
reader. There is much useful and 
instructive matter in these notes. 
The volume, altogether, is adapted 
to be extensively useful. The dis- 
courses upon the connexion of 
divine influence with appointed 
means are worthy of general pe- 
rusal.. They are calculated at 
once to correct some prevalent 
mistakes, and to rouse and encou- 
rage alike ministers and people. 
Extracts from them, or even the 
whole of the three last sermons, 
might be advantagevusly read by 
ministers at their weekly prayer- 
meetings, or in any social assem- 
blies of Christians. We cordially 
wish the volume an extensive cir- 
culation. 


be titted 


The Course of Time: A Poem, in 
Ten Books. By Robert Pollok, 
A, M. Second Edition. Price 
10s. 6d. 


THERE is something inexpres- 
sibly mysterious, in the numerous 
instances which occur of the re- 
moval from this world, where all 
the aids of virtue and talent are 
uired, of those whose high 
pce and lofty spirits seem 
fitted to work mighty effects on 
the race of men. It often hap- 
pens, that no sooner is an indi- 
vidual brought to maturity, and 
rendered capable of filling a large 
sphere of important usefulness, 
than he is suddenly taken from 
the spot where his services seem 
specially to be. required, and 
transferred to the assembly above, 
where labour and usefulness are 
not wanted. 


«* *Tis pitifal to see the early flower 

Nipp’d by the unfeeling frost, just when 
it rose ; 

Lovely in youth, and put its beauties on.” 





{March, 


What we know not now, we siiall 
know hereafter, must reconcile us 
to events which neither Scripture 
nor philosophy enable us fully to 
understand. 

If ever the death of an indi- . 
vidual was fitted to call forth 
these feelings, that of the emi- 
nently gifted author of this Poem, 
is assuredly calculated to do so. 
He seems to have lived only to 
accomplish this splendid and en- 
during effort, and to have died 
when it was fully prepared to be 
deposited on his tomb, there to 
perpetuate the memory of its au- 
thor in immortal freshness. Some- 
thing of his history we hoped 
to have learned from the second 
edition of the Poem, which is now 
before us; but after being long 
delayed, it has appeared in the 
same bald form with the first. 
All that we know from other 
sources is, that he was born of 
respectable parents in the south 
of Scotland ; was educated for the 
ministry in the Scottish Secession 
Church ; was licensed to preach, 
and delivered a few discourses 
in public, after he had completed 
his term of study; intense applica- 
tion, together with that fineness 
of bodily texture which men of 
his description generally enjoy, 
brought on a pulmonary com- 
plaint, of which he died at South- 
ampton, whither he had gone on 
his way to Italy, in the faint ho 
of recovery. His Poem, for the 
copyright of which he is said to 
have been offered a thousand 
guineas, was published immedi- 
ately before his departure. What 
we want of personal history is 
partly supplied by the following 
sketch, evidently intended for 
himself. 


** One of this mood Ido remember well. 

We name him not, what now are earthly 
names? 

In humble dwelling born, retired, remote; 

In rural quietude, ‘mong hills and streams, 
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And melancholy deserts, where the Sun 
Saw, as he passed, a shepherd only, here 
And there, watching his little lock, orheard 
The ploughman ta king to his steers ; his 


opes, 
His morning hopes, awoke before him 
smiling, . 


‘ Among the dews and holy mountain airs ; 


And ros coloured them with every hue 

Of heavenly loveliness. But soon his dreams 

Of childhood fled away, those rainbow 
dreams, 

So innocent and fair, that withered age, 

Even at the grave, cleared up his dusty eye, 

And passing all between, looked fondly 
back 

To see them once again, ere he departed : 

These fled away, and anxious thought, 
that wished 

To go, yet whither knew not well to go, 

Possessed his soul, and held it still awhile. 

He listened, 
of fame, 

Heard and was charmed; and deep and 
sudden vow 

Of resolution, made to be renowned ; 

And deeper vowed again to keep his vow. 

His parents saw, his parents whom God 


made 
of — heart, saw and indulged his 


ope. 

The ancient page he turned, 1ead much, 
thought much, 

And with old bards of honourable name 

Measured his soul severely ; and looked up 

To fame, ambitious of no second place. 

Hope grew from inward faith, and pro- 
mised fair. 

And out before him, opened many a path 

Ascending, where the laurel highest waved 

Her branch of endless green. He stood 
admiring, 

But rs aired, not long. The harp 


he se 
The harp ry ‘loved, loved better than his 
> . 
The harp which uttered deepest notes, and 
held 


The ear of thought a ca 


and heard from far the voice 


tive to its song. 
itated much, and 


whiles : 
With gy hand, in secret touched 
yre. 
Aiming at glorious strains ; and searched 


a 

For theme deserving of immortal verse ; 

Chose now, and now refused, unsatisfied ; 

Pleased, then displeased, and hesitating 
still. 

*« Thus stood his mind, when round him 

came a cloud, 

Slowly and heavily it came, a cloud 

Of ills, we mention not. Enough to say, 

*Twas cold, and dead, impenetrable gloom. 

He rev its dark approach, and saw his 

hopes,’ 
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One after one, put out, as nearer still 

It drew his soul ; but fainted not at first, 

Fainted not soon. He knew the lot of 
man 

Was trouble, and prepared to bear the 
worst 

Endure whate’ er should come, without a 


sig 
Endure, and drink, even to the very dregs, 
The — cup that Time could measure 


And, oles done, look up, and ask for 


more. 
“‘ He called philosophy, and with his 

heart 
Reasoned. He called religion too, but 

called 


Reluctantly, and therefore was not heard. 

Ashamed to be o’ermatched by earthly woes, 

He sought, and sought, with eye that 
dimmed apace, 

To find some avenue to light, some place 

On which to rest a hope; but sought in 
vain. 

Darker and darker still the darkness grew. 

At length he sunk, and Disappointment 
stood 

His only comforter, and mournfully 

Told all was past. His interest in life, 

In being, ceased: and now he seemed to 


teel, 

And shuddered as he felt, bis powers. of 
mind 

Decaying in the spring-time of his day. 

The vigorous, became, the clear, 
obscure. 

Memory sr up her charge, Decision 


And tos ‘her flight, Fancy returned, re- 
turned 


heen she found no nourishment abroad. 

The blue re withered, and the moon, 
and su 

And all hee stars, and the green earth, and 
morn 

And evening, withered ; and the eyes, and 
smiles, 

And faces, of all menand women, withered, 

Withered to him ; and all the universe, 

Like something which had been, appeared ; 
but now 

Was dead and mouldering fast away. He 
tried 

No more to hope, wished to forget his vow, 

Wished to forget his harp; then ceased to 


wish. 
That was his last. Enjoyment now was 


done. 
He had no hope, no wish, and scarce a fear. 
Of being sensible, and sensible 


Of loss, he, as some atom seemed which 
God 


Had made superfluously, and needed not 
To build creation with ; but back again 
To nothing threw, and left it in the void, 
With everlasting sense that once it was. 
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* Oh ! who can tell what days, what 
rs oa he spent. 
Of tide waveless, sailless, shoreless wo! 


And who can tell how many, glorious once, 
To others and themselves of promise full, 
Conducted to this pass of humaa thonght, 
This wilderness of intellectual death, 

Wasted, and pined, and vanished from the 


ear! 
Leaving no vestige of memorial there ! 
*¢ It was not so with him. When thus 
he lay, 
Forlorn of heart, withered and desolate, 
As leaf of Autumn, which the wolfish 
winds, 
Selecting from its falling sisters, chase, 
Far from its native grove, to lifeless wastes, 
And leave it there alone, to be forgotten 
Eternally, God passed in mercy by, 
His praise be ever new! and on him 
breathed, 
Aad bade him live, and put into his hands 
A ‘holy harp, into his lips a song, 
That rolled its numbers down the tide of 
Time 


Ambitious now but little, to be praised 

Of men alone ; ambitious most, to be 

Approved of God, the Judge of all; and 
have 


His name recorded in the book of life. 
pp- 101, 106. 
Tf our readers do not join with 
us io considering this powerful 
writing, we despair of securing 
their agreement on any subject. 
It has not the tenderness of Cow- 
per’s beautiful description of his 
early days, and of some parts of 
his Listory’ but it possesses far 
greater strength and grandeur of 
conception. The struggle which 
it records is fearful; but it is such 
a struggle as many a mind has 
undergone; though the termina- 
tion in few instances been so 
ightful. The high resolve to 
produce something which should 
confer immortal renown on its 
author, reminds us of Milton’s 
early aspiring to create a work 
which “ men would not willingly 
let die,” and to take up his harp 
aud sing a song which ‘ should 
be for ages.” With Milten’s ar- 
dour, and with a very limited por- 
tion of Milton’s advantages, we con- 
fidently anticipate his enjoyment of 
Milton’s success. Lt-was not Mr. 


[Mareh, 
Pollek’s privilege ‘to live .in the 
heroic age to which the Bard of 
the Commonwealth belonged, and 
to have his spirit wound up to the 
highest pitch by the mighty events 
of a country’s mortal efforts to 
perish the hand of tyranny; nor 
did he enjoy the high advantages 
of Milton’s extensive classical 
cultivation; nor was it his privi- 
lege to “ converse with the choice 
wits of Italy ;” nor did he live to 
these years in which full maturity 
would have been given to his 
genius, and to all his acquisitions. 
Yet this production requires none 
of these apologies to secure its 
reception. It is admirable, not 
merely considering the ‘ciréum- 
stances in which it was produced, 
but in itself, produced under any 
circumstances and by any pen. 

Having quoted his account of 
himself, we cannot resist noticing 
another allusion to his native 
place. It is the remembrance of 
a spirit in Heaven, and every 
spirit on earth that knows aught 
of tender association will read and 
admire it. 

*¢ Nor do I aught of earthly sort remem- 


ber,— 
If partial feeling to my native place 
Lead not my lyre astray, —of fairer view, 
And comelier walk, than the blue moun- 
tain-paths, 
And snowy elifis of Albion renowned ; 
Albion, an isle long blest with gracious 
laws, 
And gracious kings, and favoured much of 
on Ee 
ugh yie nurious . 
Nor 5 Por thet oy meee aught 
Of prospect more sublime and beautiful, 
Than Scotia’s northern battlement of hills, 
bag ws i? I from my father’s house. be- 
eld, 
At dawn of life; beloved in. memory still, 
And. staudard still of rural imagery-.. 
What most resembles them, the fairest 
seems, ; 
And stirs the eldest sentiments of bliss ; 
And pictured on the tablet of my heart, 
Their distant shapes eterually remain ; 
And in my dreams their cloudy tops arise. 


** Much of my native scenery:appears, 
And presses forward to be in my song ; 
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Bat must not now, for mach behind awaits 

Of bigher note. Four trees I pass not by, 

Which o’er our ‘house their evening sha 
dow threw; 

Three ash, and one of elm. 
they were, 

And old, and liad been old a century 

Before my day. None living could say 
aught 

About their youth, but they were goodly 
trees : 

And-oft I wondered, as I sat and thought 

Beneath their summer shade, or in the 
night 

Of winter, heard the spirits of the wind 


Tall trees 


Growling among their boughs,—how they 
had grown 

So high, in such a rough tempestuous 
place ; 

And when a hapless braneh, torn by the 
blast, 

Fell down, I mourned, as if a friend had 
fallen. 


*¢ These I distinctly hold in memory still, 
And all the desert scenery around. 
Nor strange, that recollection there should 


dwell, 

Where first I heard of God’s redeeming 
love ; 

First felt and reasoned, loved and was be- 
loved ; 

And first awoke the harp to holy song. 


‘* To hoar and green there was enough 


of joy. 

Hopes, friendships, charities and warm 
pursuit, 

Gave comfortable flow to youthful blood. 

And there were old remembrances of days, 

When on the glittering dews of orient life, 

Shone sunshine hopes, unfailed, unper- 
jured, then : 


-And there were childish sports, and school- 


boy feats, 
And school-boy spots, and earnest vows of 


love, 
Uttered when passion’s boisterous tide ran 


> 
Sincerely uttered, though but seldom kept : 
And there were angel looks, and sacred 
hours : 
Of rapture, hours that in a moment passed, 
And yet were wished to last for evermore ; 
And venturous exploits, and hardy deeds, 
And bargains shrewd, achieved in man- 
hood’s prime ; 
And thousand recollections, gay and sweet, 
Which, as the old and venerable man 
Approached the grave, around him, smiling, 
flocked, 
And breathed new ardour through his 
ebbing veins, 
And touched his lips with endlesseloquence, 
And cheered and much refreshed his 
withered heart.”"—pp. 170, 172. 


Some of our readers require to 
N.S. No. 39, 
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be told that the Poem is supposed 
to be written long after the close 
of time, and takes a review of its 
entire course from the beginning to 
the consummation of all things. 
It goes over 


se the track of man, 

The world at dawn, at mid-day and decline, 

Time gone, the righteous sav’d, the wicked 
damn’d, 

And God's eternal government approved.” 





The scope which such a ‘subject 
affords, is evidently boundless, 
and admits but of the selection of 
topics. The poet has seized, with 
a master’s grasp, scenes of deepest 
tenderness and deepest woe; all 
that is pure, and lovely, and touch- 
ing; and all that is sublime and 
terrific. We must make some 
selections, which we shall do at 
some length, as it must be a con- 
siderable time before the poem can 
be in the hands of the majority of 
our readers. 

The following is a tremendous, 
but not more tremendous than 
true, description of the infidel 
philosopher of his country, on 
whom the curse of many souls 
must rest to all eternity. We 
have no doubt the reference is to 
Hume, whose atheistical scepti- 
cism desolated Scotland for half 
a century; and from the ruinous 
effects of which it is yet far from 
being entirely delivered. 

** Keen was the search, and various, and 

wide, 

For happiness. Take one example more, 

So strange, that common fools looked on 
amazed ; 

And wise and sober men together drew, 

And trembling stood ; and angels in the 
heavens 

Grew pale, and talked of vengeance as at 
hand ; 

The sceptic’s route, the unbeliever’s, who, 

Despising reason, revelation, God, 

And kicking ’gainst the pricks of con- 
science, rushed 

Deliriously upon the bossy shield, 

Of the Omnipotent ; and in his heart 

Purposed to deify the idol chance ! 

And laboured hard, oh, labour worse than 
nought ! 

x 
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And toiled with dark and crooked reasoning, 

To make the fair and lovely earth which 
dwelt 

In sight of Heaven, a cold and fatherless, 

Forsaken thing, that wandered on, for- 
lorn, 

Undestined, uncompassioned, unupheld ; 

A vapour eddying in the whirl of chance, 

And soon to vanish everlastingly. 

He travailed sorely, and made many a tack, 

His sails oft shifting, to arrive, dread 
thought ! 

Arrive at utter nothingness ; and have 

Being no more, no feeling, memory, 

No lingering consciousness that e’er he was. 

Guilt’s midnight wish! last, most abhorred 
thought ! 

Most desperate effort of extremest sin ! 

Other’s preoccupied, ne’er saw true hope ; 

He, seeing, aimed to stab her to the heart, 

And with infernal chemistry to wriog 

The last sweet drop from sorrow’s cup of 


gall ; 
To quench the only ray that cheered the 
earth, 
And leave mankind in night which had no 
star. 
Others the streams of pleasure troubled, he 
Toiled much todry her very fountain head. 
Unpardonable man ! sold under sin ! 
He was the devil’s pioneer, who cut 
The fences downof virtue, sapped her walls, 
And opened a smooth and easy way to 
death. 
Traitor to all existence, to all life ! 
Soul-svicide! determined foe of being! 
Intended murderer of God, Most High !’ 
pp. 88, 89. 
In the same style of terrific de- 
scription is the account of Lord 
Byron contained in the fourth 
book, which we cannot quote. 
With the utmost apparent ease, 
the Poet passes from the ter- 
rible and severe to all that is 
soft and tender, and pathetic. 
How exquisitely is the following 
scene described. 


** Our sighs were numerous, and pro- 
fuse our tears, 
For she, we lost, was lovely, and we loved 
Her much. Fresh in our memory, as fresh 
As yesterday, is yet the day she died. 
It was an April day ; and blithely all 
The youth of nature leaped beneath the 


sun, 

And promised glorious manhood ; and our 
hearts 

Were glad, and round them danced the 
lightsome blood, 

In healthy merriment, when tidings came, 

A child was born ; and tidings came again, 


[March, 


That she who gave it birth was sick to 
death. 

So swift trode sorrow on the heels of joy! 

We gathered round her bed, and bent our 
knees 

[n fervent supplication to the Throne 

Of Mercy, and perfumed our prayers with 
sighs 

Sincere, and penitential tears and looks 

Of self-abasement ; but we sought to stay 

An angel on the earth, a spirit ripe 

For heaven; and Mercy, in her love, re- 
fused, 

Most merciful, as oft, when seeming least ! 

Most gracious when she seemed the most 
to frown ! 

The room I well remember, and the bed 

On which she lay, and all the faces too, 

That crowded dark and mournfully around. 

Her father there, and mother, bending, 
stood ; 

And down their aged cheeks fell many drops 

Of bitterness. Her husband, too, was there, 

And brothers, aud they wept; her sisters, 
too, 

Did weep and sorrow comfortless ; and I, 

Too, wept, though not to weeping given ; 
and all 

Within the house was dolorous and sad. 

This I remember well ; but better still, 

I do remember, and will ne’er forget, 

The dyingeye! That eye alone was bright, 


And brighter grew, as nearer death ap-- 


proached ; 

As I have seen the gentile little flower 

Look fairest in the silver beam which fell, 

Reflected from the thunder-cloud that soon 

Came down, and o’er the desert scattered 
far 

And wide its loveliness. She made a sign 

To bring her babe—’twas brought, and by 
her placed. 

She looked upon its face, that neither 
smiled 

Nor wept, nor knew who gazed upon’t ; 
and laid 

Her hand upon its little breast and sought 

For it, with look that seemed to penetrate 

The heavens, unutterable blessings, such 

As God to dying parents only granted, 

For infants left behind them in the world. 

‘God keep my child!’ we heard her say, 
and heard 

No more. The Angel of the Covenant 

Was come, and faithful to his promise, 
stood, 

Prepared to walk with her through death’s 
dark vale. 

And now her eyes grew bright, and brighter 
still, 

Too bright for ours to look upon, suffused 

With many tears, and closed without a 
cloud. 

They set as sets the morning star, which 


goes 
Not down behind the darkened west, nor 
hides 
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Obscured among the tempests of the sky, 
But melts away into the light of heaven.” 
pp. 178--180. 


As we do not go regularly 
through the poem, which is in- 
deed unnecessary, there being 
no regular history or plot of any 
kind, which we apprehend may be 
thought its chief defect, our minis- 
terial readers will contemplate, 
with solemn emotion, the follow- 
ing portrait. 


“ Among the accursed, who sought a 

hiding-place 

In vain, from fierceness of Jehovah’s rage, 

And from the hotdispleasure of the Lamb, 

Most wretched, most contemptible, most 
vile,— 

Stood the false priest, and in his conscience 
felt 

The fellest gnaw of the Undying Worm. 

And so be might, for he had on his bands 

The blood of souls, that would not wipe 
away. 

Hear what he was. He swore, in sight of 
God 

And man, to preach his master, Jesus 
Christ ; 

Yet preached himself ; he swore, that love 
of souls, 

Alone, had drawn him to the church ; yet 
strewed 

The path that led to hell, with tempting 
flowers, 

And in the ear of sinners, as they took 

The way of death, he whispered peace: he 
swore 

Away all love of lucre, all desire 

Of earthly pomp ; and yet a princely seat 

He liked, and to the clink of Mammon’s box 

Gave most rapacious ear. His prophecies, 

He swore, were from the Lord; and yet, 
taught lies 

For gain, with quackish ointment, healed 
the wounds 

And bruises of the soul, outside, but left 

Within, the pestilent matter unobserved, 

To sap the moral constitution quite, 

And soon to burst again, incurable. - 

He with untempered mortar daubed the 
walls 

Of Zion, saying, Peace, when there was 
none. 

The man who came with thirsty soul to 
hear 

Of Jesus, went away unsatisfied ; 

For he another gospel preached than Paul, 

And one that had no Saviour in’t: and yet, 

His life was worse. Faith, charity, and 
love, 

Humility, forgiveness, holiness, 

Were words well lettered in his sabbath 
creed ; 
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But with his life he wrote as plain, Re- 
venge, 

Pride, tyranny, and lust of wealth and 

wer 

Inordinate, and lewdness unashamed. 

He was a wolf in clothing of the lamb, 

That stole into the fold of God, and on 

The blood of souls which he did sell to 
death, 

Grew fat; and yet, when any would have 
turned 

Him out, he cried, ‘* Touch not the priest 
of God.” 

And that he was anointed, fools believed ; 

But knew that day, he was the devil's priest, 

Anointed by the hands of Sin and Death, 

And sect peculiarly apart to ill,— 

While on him smoked the vials of perdi- 
tion, 

Poured measureless. Ah me! what cursing 
then 

Was heaped upon his head by ruined souls 

That charged him with their murder, as he 


stood 
With eye of all the unredeemed most sad, 
Waiting the coming of the Son of Man! 
But let me pause, for thou hast seen his 
place 
And punishment, beyond the sphere of love.” 
pp. 300, 302. 


We have quoted largely, and 
yet we could go on selecting pas- 
sages to a much greater extent, 
equal to the finest-which we have 
extracted. Indeed, the difficulty we 
have experienced in quoting, has 
not been in finding beautiful pas- 
sages, but in knowing which to 
select, and where to stop. Many 
parts of the poem rival Milton in 
sublimity ; in other parts we are 
reminded of the graphic pencil of 
Crabb, and over the whole is 
diffused the evangelical spirit of 
Cowper. Take, in proof of the 
first of these assertions, and as a 
concluding specimen, the follow- 
ing piece of sublime adoration. 

** Harps of Eternity ! begin the song, 

Redeemed and angel harps! begin tu God, 
Begin the anthem ever sweet and new, 
While I extol Him, holy, just, and good. 
Life, beauty, light, intelligence, and love 
Eternal, uncreated, infinite! 
Unsearchable Jehovah ! God of truth, 
Maker, upholder, governor of all! 
Thyself unmade, ungoverned, unupheld ! 
Ounipotent, unchangeable, Great God ! 
Exhaustless fulness! giving unimpaired ! 
Bounding immensity, unspread, unbound! 

x 2 
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Highest and best! beginning, middle, end! 
All seeing Eye ! all seeing, and unseen ! 
Hearidg, unheard! all knowing, and un- 
known! 
Above all praise! above all height of 
thought! 
Proprietor of immortality ! 
Glory ineffable ! bliss underived ! 
Of old thou built’st thy throne on righte- 
ousness, 
Before the morning Stars their song began, 
Or silence heard the voice of praise. Thou 
laidst 
Eternity’s foundation stone, and sawst 
Life and existence out of Thee begin. 
ious more, the more displayed, 
where still 
Upon thy glorious Throne thou sitst alone, 
Hast sat alone, and shalt for ever sit 
Alone, Invisible, Immortal One ! 
Behind essential brightness unbeheld. 
Incomprehensible! what weight shall weigh, 
What measure measure Thee ! What know 
we more 
Of thee, what need to know, than Thou 
hast taught, 
And bidst us still repeat, at morn and 
even ?—~ 
God! Everlasting Father ! Holy One! 
Our God, our Father, our Eternal All! 
Source whence we came, and whither we 
return ; 
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Who made our spirits, who our bodies: 


made, 
Who made the heaven, who made the 
flowery land, 
Who made all made,who orders, governs all, 
Who walks upon the wind, who holds the 


wave 

In hollow of thy hand, whom thunders wait,: 

Whom tempests serve, whom flaming fires 
obey, 

Who guides the circuit of the endless years, 

Aad sitst on high, and makest creation’s top’ 

Thy footstool, and behola’st below Thee, 
all— 

All nought, all less than nought, and vanity. 

Like transient dust that hovers on the scale, 

Ten thousand worlds are scattered in thy 
breath. 

Thou sitst on high, and measures destinies, 

And days and months, and wide revolving 
years ; 

And dost according to thy holy will ; 

And none can stay thy hand and none 
withhold 

Thy glory ; for in judgment, Thou, as’ well 

As mercy art exalted, day and night. 

Past, present, future, magnify thy name. 

Thy works all praise Thee, all thy angels 
praise, 

Thy saints adore, and on thy altars burn 

The fragrant incense of perpetual love. 

pp- 225-- 227. 


pe ______ 
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CIRCUMSPECTION AND PERsEvVER- 
ANCE essential to Success in the Chris- 
tian Ministry : a Charge delivered to the 
Rev. T. G. Stamper, August 4, 1827. 


By John Hunt, Chelmsford. Westley 
and Davis. 
Tue Work or an EVANGELIST 


STATED AND ENFORCED: a Charge to 
the Rev. _— Poole, ( Home Mission- 
at Devonport, April 10, 1827. 
By. E. Good. R Diese. Price 1s. 
Conressions, ConGRatULATIoNsS, 
AND CounseEts, on the Formation of a 
new Christian Society, at Marlborough 
Chapel, Kent Road, August 14, 1827, 
By James Bennett, D.D. Westley and 
Davis.—The number of single sermons 
continually issuing from the press, while 
it makes our Notices late, compels us 
also to be concise. Those now before 
us stand sufficiently recommended by 
the well known names attached to 
them. The two first were delivered 
in. different parts of the country; the 
one from 1 Tim. iv. 16, enforces the 
‘duties of a settled pastor; the other, 





from 2 Tim. iv. 5, the duties of an 
evangelist, or travelling preacher, and 
particularly a Home Missionary. We 
have only room to say, that both are 
excellent and appropriate. 

The discourse of Dr. Bennett is 
founded on Acts xvi. 13, and the object 
of it is sufficiently stated in its title, 
We agree with the preacher, that the 
text is highly appropriate ; as much so, 
as if it were ‘‘ made for the occasion.” 
‘“* Here (says the Doctor) is a house of 
prayer, for so theoriginal, which we trans- 
late, ‘a place where prayer was wont 
to be made,’ should be rendered; it is 
out of the city of Philippi, just. as this 
chapel is out of London, It is by the 
river side, as near as we may be to the 
banks of the Thames; where there was 
a resort, as there is here, of persons in 
great numbers ; and on the Sabbath-da 
too, where another Paul may pte: 
Christ, and another Lydia may hearken, 
because the Lord shall open the heart 
of them that hear, to attend to the things 
spoken by Paul.” The learned preacher 
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then proceeds to offer ‘“ Confessions, 
Congratulations, and Counsels,” suited to 
the occasion, which, we hope, will be as 
seriously remembered, as they were cor- 
dially received. 


OricinaL ANNIVERSARY Hymns, 
adapted. to ‘the Public Services of Sunday 
Schools and Sunday School Unions. By 
Mrs. Gilbert, (late Ann Taylor). Holds- 
worth, 6d. or 5s. per Dozen. 

Hymns ror InFant rye fhe 
original, and partly selected from“ Hymns 
Sor Infant Minds.” By. Mrs. Gilbert, 
(late Ann Taylor ). Holdsworth. 4d. 
or 3s. 6d. per Dozen.—It is doubtless to 
be regarded among the most extraordi- 
nary. and hopeful signs of our times, that 
talent of no-common order is employed 
in various ways to produce works of in- 
formation, piety, and taste, adapted to 
the capacities of little children, When 
we formed part of a nursery charge, 
there was no work, excepting the excel- 
lent books of Watts and Doddridge, 
more frequently put into our hands, 
than that marvellous one, John Bun- 
yan’s Divine Emblems; and we well 
recollect with what wonder we medi- 
tated on the mystery of Moses and his 
Ethiopian Wife, illustrated as it was 
with whole-length portraits of those ve- 
nerable personages. The doggrel verse 
and occult import of that antiquated 
book seemed long since to have con- 
signed it to oblivion, but for its recent, 
and, as we think, not very judicious re- 

ublication, by the Religious Tract and 
Book Societies. Happily, however, 
parents and teachers are not now com- 
pelled to introduce such books to their 
infant charge; and it is no small honour 
to the family of which Mrs. Gilbert 
is a member, that they have done so 
much to supersede objectionable pub- 
lications, by supplying works which, by 
their sprightly and attractive style, and 
excellent sentiments, will endear their 
names to generations yet unborn. 

The works before us prove the anxiety 
which Mrs. G, feels to advance the best 
interests of the infant poor, and to faci- 
litate the labours of those who are en- 
gaged in their instruction. 

“The Anniversary Hymn Book” 
should be in the possession of the Super- 
intendent of every Sabbath School in 
the empire, as it contains fifty original 
hymns, delightfully adapted to those 
cheering oceasions, when the supporters 
and teachers-of Sabbath Schools rejoice 
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together in the progress of their humble 
charge, in moral habits: and Christian 
knowledge. 

The following hymn will furnish a 
pleasing specimen of the style, and 
which we have selected at random. 


‘¢ Life Uncertain. 
‘* Lord, we are spared again to meet 
On this rejoicing day ! 
To bow before thy mercy-seat, 
To praise Thee, and to pray. 


‘* Many, since last we gathered here, 
Have passed away like flowers ;—- 
Perhaps,—before another year, 
Their dwelling may be ours! 


** Death soon may stop this heart of mine, 
And bid my spirit fice ! 
Another spring may never shine 
In this green world for me! 


** Lord, to thine open arms we fly, 
And seek our safety there ; 
It would be terrible to die 
Till Thou our hearts prepare. 
** To Jesus every cye we raise, 
On Him for mercy rest ; 
Young children, in his mortal days, 
He folded to his breast ; 


*¢ Young children, at his Father’s side, 
He still with pity views, 
And, pleading that for such He died, 
Their sinful hearts renews, 


** Our sinful hearts we hither bring, 
His pardoning love to crave ; 
Then where, O Death, would be thysting? 
And where thy victory, Grave >” 


“The Hymns for Infant Schools” form 
a valuable and acceptable collection of 
thirty-six little poems; and though some 
have already appeared in the former 
publications of their fair authoress, they 
are here brought together, with many 
original hymns, as adapted to the infant 
scholar. Who can doubt the suitability 
of such lines as these ?— 


‘© Thoughts for a good Child. 


‘¢ This is nice, to come to school 
Just in time, for that’s the rule; 
Not to run about and play, 

Like bad truants on the way. 


** This is pleasant, to be good, 
Doing every thing we should, 
Minding all that we are taught, 
Dutiful, as children ought. 


** This is right, the truth to tell, 
Liars will be sent to hell ; 
Yes, and those who swear and cheat, 
Like bad children in the street. 
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“* This is pretty, to be kind, 
Phat is what we all should mind, 
Not to quarrel, not to fight, 
Quarrelling is never right. 

“ No, we ought to try and be 
Fit for Jesus Christ to see ; 
He will help us if we try, 
*Twas for that he came to die.” 


Tue Scripture INDEPENDENCY OF 
Curist1aw Socreties, represented ina 
Discourse delivered at the Settlement of 
the Rev. R. Ivy, Duckinfield, Cheshire, 
Sept. 25, 1827. By Jghn Whitridge. 
London: Holdsworth. 12mo. pp. 26. 
1s.—Having a short time ago thought 
it our duty to bestow upon the au- 
thor of this discourse a little friendly 
correction, we are now happy to 
meet him in a very different charac- 
ter from that which he then chose to 
assume, not as the obtrusive and ridi- 
culous apologist of popery, but as the 
warm advocate of scriptural indepen- 
dency, which, it cannot be necessary to 
say, we like much better. Mr. W., in 
the work now before vs, does not enter 
into any elaborate defence of indepen- 
dency; but, taking it for granted that 
the interesting occasion on which his 
hearers were assembled, was a tacit, but 
unequivocal and public recognition of 
their principles, he embraces the op- 
portunity for pronouncing a spirited 
eulogium on the Congregational mode 
of Ghedh-aoiement, intermixed with 
certain strictures on ecclesiastical esta- 
blishments, which perhaps some readers 
will call rather severe. While we feel no 
hesitation in expressing our opinion that 
this small pamphlet well deserves a 
place in every collection of dissenting 
tracts, we deem it a duty to hint to 
Mr. W., especially as he has announced 
other publications, that several of his 
sentences are so strangely constructed, 
as very much to resemble the inverted 
appearance of a literal translation from 
some foreign and uncouth language. 


Sunpay Eveninc Discourses ; or, 
a Compendious oy of Scriptural Di- 
vinity, for the Use of Households: to 
which is added, a Visitation Sermon. By 
the Rev: R. Warner, F. A. S.. &c. 
2 Vols. 12mo, 442 pp. Longman, 1828. 
12s.—In taking up these volumes, our 
attention was attracted by a curious ap- 
pended list of works “ published by the 
same author, under the expressed appro- 
bation of several prelates and distin- 
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uished dignitaries of the EstanLisueD 
nurcH.” One of these approved pro- 


ductions is entitled “ Old Church of 
England Principles ;” and its announce- 
ment is followed by a notice from the 
pen of a neighbouring clergyman, the 

ev. W. L. Bowles. “ ALL THAT Is 
INTELLIGIBLE,” says the learned editor 
of Pope, (we follow throughout Mr. 
W.’s typography,) “ scrIPTURAL, ELO- 
QUENT, AND Prous, I FIND THERE. 
Mr. WARNER HAS DONE GREAT SER- 
vice To THE CHURCH, ann, | woutp 
BELIEVE, EVEN TO THE STATE. After 
such commendation, we cut open these 
mystic pages, under feelings of no ordi- 
nary solicitude, to discover what those 
sentiments are which have proved so 
useful to Church and State. The fol- 
lowing extract, we doubt not, would 
be approved by the author and his eulo- 
gist, as a very favourable specimen 


** Calvinism, indeed, is a system of faith 
at once fearful and demoralizing; de- 
structive equally of humble affiance in 
the mercy of the Most High, and of 
a salutary terror of his judgments; and 
calculated to produce, according to the 
character of the mind which adopts it, 
either a total despair, or an arrogant as- 
surance, of salvation; either the intole- 
rable anguish of a ‘ wounded spirit,’ that 
deadens all moral exertion; or a proud 
confidence in election to everlasting life, 
which’ considers all moral exertion as en- 
tirely superfluous. It asserts that the 
Almighty has, from all eternity, irre- 
versibly doomed a certain number of his 
reasonable creatures to future punish- 
ment; and ‘by a like arbitrary and un- 
changeable decree, has sealed a happier 
set of individvals to the future bliss of 
heaven, without being influenced in his 
decrees by any consideration of their re- 
spective lives and conduct; of their dif- 
ferent degrees of intellectual power or 
spiritual knowledge; of the greater or 
less means and opportunities which they 
may have enjoyed of learning their duty, 
and obeying his will. It seats a vindictive 
and capricious tyrant on the throne of 
heaven, in the place of an adorable God of 
love and mercy; and attributes to the 
Author and Ruler of universal being, a 
blind partiality, which would be despicable 
and criminal in an earthly judge.’’ 


We are sure the State can receive 
little advantage by the violation of the 
ninth commandment ; and charity would 
lead us to hope the Church needs net 
such aid, though, we regret to add, it is 
often profiered by her toc zealous sons. 
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The reformer of Geneva would indig- 
nantly disown these dogmas; and we 
would remind the reverend gentleman, 
that a certain prelate of his own com- 
munion once advised his clergy to 
“learn what Calvinism is, before they 


revile it.” ° But the author of “ Old 
Church of England Principles,” may, 
possibly, be one of those clergymen 
who think more of the mitre than of 
the brains under it, and who are more 
solicitous to prove their principles old, 
than to prove them true. Whatever 
may be thought of the present state of 
principle in the Church of England, no 
man of adequate information can doubt, 
that old Church of England principles 
were Calvinistic. Mr. Warner, there- 
fore, in avowing his antipathy to Calvin, 
has only demonstrated his dissent from 
“old Church of England principles.” 
These volumes are, however, too flimsy 
in matter, and too extravagant in price, 
to obtain any considerable sale among 
our dissenting brethren; and as it re- 
gards households, who seek for a “com- 
pendious system of scriptural divinity,” 
we can assure them it is not to be found 
in these volumes. 


A Practicat anp PatHorocicaL 
Inquiry into the Sources and Effects 
of Derangements of the Digestive Or- 
gans; embracing Dejection, Perversion, 
and some other Affections of the Mind. 
By William Cooke, Member of the Rdyal 
College of Surgeons, Secretary to the 
Hunterian Society, Editor of an Abridge- 
ment of Morgagni, Sc. 8vo. Price 9s. 
Longman and Co. 


Tue Princrpres ayp Prawn of the 
Society for promoting Christian Instruc- 
tion ; with Hints to assist its Agents in the 
various Departments of their benevolent 
Labours. 12mo. Price 3d. Depository, 5, 
Paternoster Row.—We are happy to an- 
nounce this tract, which contains-a sim- 
ple and satisfactory exhibition of the eco- 
nomy of that infant institution, which pro- 
mises, in our judgment, to be one of the 
most efficient means of promoting evan- 
gelical truth and good morals amongst 
the adult population of this Metropolis, 
as the advertisment annoutices, that up- 
wards of 16,000 poor families of this 
city, comprising probably an aggregate 
of 80,000 persons, are already brought 
under its plans of systematic visitation. 
The tract contains five short chapters. 
I. On the Formation of Associations, 
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which contains rules and remarks on the 
appointment of officers—the selection of 
visiturs—the arrangement of districts — 
and the formation of stations.—II. On 
the Details of Domestic Visitation, which 
includes remarks on the classification of 
tracts—the time of visiting—the manner 
of conducting the visits—and the method 
of preparing the Reports. —III. On the 
Order of the Prayer-meetings.—IV. On 
the Loan Libraries. —V. Concluding 
Remarks.—The whole is illustrated by 
specimens of the books and papers used 
by the Superintendents, Visitors, &c. 
The extension of the system to other 
large towns, as Bristol, Birmingham, 
Coventry, Reading, Manchester, &c. is 
a pleasing evidence that private Chris- , 
tians are aroused to a sense of their 
duty toward their ignorant neighbours, 
We beg to extract the following just 
sentiment, and commend it to the se- 
rious consideration of those churches 
which have hitherto been indifferent to 
all the schemes of aggressive benevo- 
lence now in operation. 

*« Congregations of Christian people are 
united not only for their own edification 
and comfort, but also for the exercise of 
those Christian charities which are incul- 
cated in the New Testament. They are 
the ‘ golden candlesticks,’ which the Lord 
Jesus has ordained to hold forth the light 
of the Gospel to a benighted world, No- 
thing can therefore be more appropriate 
to this character, than the formation of 
Societies to promote Christian [nstraction 
in all such congregations, that from them 
the word of the Lord may sound forth to 
the neighbourhoods or districts around.” 
p- 8. 


Tur Curistian Ripe ror Erer- 
nity; a Sermon, preached at Wells 
Street Chapel, Oxford Street, Dec. 23, 
1827, occasioned by the Death of the 
Rev. A. Waugh, D. D., &c.; with an 
Appendix. By the Rev. William Broad- 


foot, Minister of Oxendon Chapel. ‘To 


which is added, the Address at the Grave, 
by the Rev, Dr, Winter. Second Edition, 
Price 2s. Hamilton and Co.—The af- 
fectionate regard with which the me- 
mory of the venerable and lamented 
Waugh is cherished by the religious 
world, has brought this public, we 
might almost say official record of his 
life, character, and usefulness, to a 
second edition, before we have obtained 
an opportunity to announce the first. 
We rejoice that it has obtained so rapid 
a circulation, and very cheerfully unite 
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with some of our contemporaries in re- 
commending it to public patronage. 

Mr. Broadfoot briefly discusses his 
very appropriate text, Job v. 26, “Thou 
shalt come to thy grave in a full ages 
&c. by a few remarks, illustrative of the 
importance of dying; by shewing what 
the saint, when he dies, is ripe in; and 
by noticing some things which, so de- 
parting, he is ripe for. He then pro- 
ceeds toa very interesting and length- 
ened account of the Doctor’s useful life 
‘nd happy departure, which occupies 
more than ¢welve closely-printed pages, 
and contains a great number of highly- 
interesting particulars, which are further 
illustrated by some very characteristic 


. devotional papers, extracted from his 


Diary, and which are inserted in the 
Appendix. Dr. Winter's affectionate 
“Address at the interment is added, and 
bears al]: the well known features of the 
Doctor’s respectable publications. 





WORKS PREPARING FOR PUBLICATION, 


Annotations on the Apocalypse, or Reve- 
lation of St. John ; to which is prefixed, 
a Concise View of the Evidence for the 
Authenticity and Divine Inspiration of the 
Apocalypse ; together with a Vindication 
of it from the Objections of the late Pro- 
fessor J. D. Michaelis. By John Chappel 
Woodhouse, D. D., Dean of Lichfield and 
Coventry. One Vol. 8vo.—The Impious 
Feast. A Poem in Ten Books. By Ro- 
bert Landor, M. A., Author of the Count 
Arezzi, a Tragedy. 8vo.--Conversations, 
chiefly on the Religious Sentiments ex- 
pressed in Madame de Staél’s Germany. 
By Mary Ann Kelly, Author of Religious 
Thoughts. 12mo.--The Epistle of Paul 
the Apostle to the Romans, withjan Intro- 
duction, Parapbrase, and Notes. By C. H.. 
Terrot, A. M., late Fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge.--Christian Experience, 
or a Guide to the perplexed. By Robert 
Philip.—A Third Edition of Christian Fel- 
lowship, or the Church Member’s Guide. 
By Rev. J. A. James.—Dialogues on Pro- 
phecy, Part Vi.—Baxter’s Familiar Dia- 
Jogues.--Now publishing by Subscription, 
a Volume of ons, price 7s. 6d., in- 


tended to be read in Villages or Families. 
By W. Garthwaite, Wattisfield. Sub- 
soribers. Names received by B. J. Holds- 
worth, 18, St. Paul’s Charch Yard, Len- 
don.--Hints designed to promote a pro- 
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fitable’ ‘Attendance on an Evangelical 
Ministry. By William .Davis, of Has- 


tings.—— Author of the Evangelical 
Rambler is preparing a Series of Papers, 
to be entitled ‘‘ The Evangelical Spec- 
tator,”’ which will appear periodically .-- 
A Fourth Edition, in 18mo. of the Rev 
John Thornton’s Fruits of the Spirit, is 
now in the press--The Way of Salvation, 
and of Christian Edification. An Essay, 
by the Rev. James Charchill._—In Two 
Vols. 8vo. with a Map, &c. Researches in 
South Africa. By the Rev. John Philip, 
D.D., Superintendent of the Missions of 
the London Missionary Society in South 
Africa, &c. This work will contain an 
account of the past and present condition 
of the native tribes within or adjoining the 
limits of the Cape Colony, comprising 
authentic details of the various attempts 
made to enslave or exterminate them; the 
success of the missionaries in rectaiming 
them from barbarous and immoral habits, 
to a state of civilization; the opposition 
they have to contend with, and ‘the in- 
tolerable oppressions to which both the 
missionaries and the natives are still sub- 
jected. The personal observations of the 
author, during his various journeys and 
travels into the interior of the country, 
will also, it is hoped, add to the interest of 
a work, of which one of the leading objects 
will be, to demonstrate the inseparable con- 
nexion between Christianity and civiliza- 
tion.--A new Edition of the Adventures of 
Naafragus is in the press, and will be ready 
in a few weeks. We are glad to learn that 
the publicity of this interesting work has at- 
tracted the attention of the East India Com- 
pany, who have placed Na’ s on their 
Establishment.--A New Annual for 1829, 
to be entitled, ‘* The Eve: , or Christ- 
mas and New Year's Gift and Birth-Day 
Present for 1829, intended for Youth of 
both Sexes under the Age of Twelve 
Years.”—To be published the First of 
April, in one Volume, 12mo. with Plates 
and Maps, Private Journal of a Voyage 
to the Pacifie Ocean, and a Residence m 
the Sandwich Islands, during the Years 
1822, 1823, 1824, and 1825. By C.S, 
Stewart, late American ‘Missionary at the 
Sandwich Islands; with an Introduction 
and occasional Notes, by the Rev. W. 
Ellis.—In extra boards, 10s. 6d. the First 
Volume of the Works of the English and 
Scottish Reformers. Edited by the Rev. 
Thomas Russell, A.M. Fifty copies will 
be printed on a royal paper, price £1. 1s, 
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STATE OF RELIGION IN NEW ENGLAND. 


( Extract from a Letter recently received from 
Massachusetts. ) 


You are of course aware, that the prin- 
cipal heresy which has disturbed the 
churches of New England, and particu- 
Jarly of this commonwealth, for several 
years past, is Unitarianism., For a long 
time it existed only as a negative sort of 
orthodoxy; but for the last few years, 
and particularly for the last year, it has 
thrown off all disguise, and shown itself 
to be little better than naked infidelity. 
In the course of the last winter, Doctor 
C—-, of Boston, who was formerly con- 
sidered one of the most serious Unita- 
rians in this country, preached a sermon, 
which has since been published, at the 
dedication of one of their churches in 
New York, in which he shows himself 
scarcely a whit behind your Apostle of 
Unitarianism, Belsham. It is the most 
eloquent piece of blasphemy, (for it de- 
serves no better name,) that I have ever 
met with ; it has produced a strong sensa- 
tion almost throughout the country, both 
among friends and foes. An able review 
of almost an hundred pages, has already 
appeared from the pen of Mr. W——, a 
congregational minister of Boston, and a 
much heavier blow is yet to be struck by 
Doctor B ; on the whole, it is con- 
fidently believed, that the sermon will 
be the occasion of advancing the cause 
of orthodoxy more than almost any thing 
which has been published in this country. 
A kind of fatality seems lately to attend 
most of the efforts which are made here 
for advancing Unitarianism, and every 
thing seems to indicate, that we are on 
the eve of an important change. In 
Boston particularly, and that vicinity, 
the cause of evangelical religion is rapidly 
gaining ground. Within two or three 
years, several new orthodox churches 
have been established in that city; which, 
with other evangelical churches of diffe- 
rent denominations have been for some 
time past enjoying a plentiful shower of 
divine influences. Doctor B—-, the 
minister of the Hanover Street Church, 
is operating with prodigious energy, buth 
from the pulpit and the press, and is pro- 
bably doing oiore to bring about a com- 
plete religious revolution in this com- 
monweulth than any other man. Several 
Unitarian churches have been establistied 
witbin a few years in the part of the 
State in which [ reside, (on Connecticut 
River ;) bat there is not one among them 
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all that is tolerably flourishing. On the 
whole, we have great reason to congratu- 
Jate ourselves, and to bless God, that the 
signs of the times appear so favourable to 
the cause of truth among us. And the 
same is true in respect to other parts o f 
the country. From the report of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, which [ attended a few days since 
at Philadelphia, it appears, that the cause 
of truth and piety has gained ground far 
more rapidly in this country, during the 
past year, than in any preceding ove: 
I would send you the printed narrative 
of the state of religion within the bounds 
of the Geperal Assembly, but I do not 
happen to have it at hand, and it will 
probably reach you through some of 
our periodicals before you receive this 
letter, 


THE STATE OF EDUCATION AND INTEL- 
LIGENCE IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
NORTH AMERICA, 


It appears from the American news- 
papers, that the annual number of their 
graduates, in the various colleges through- 
out the union, is not less than 800, and 
allowing, they say, to each quadruple the 
number of the graduating class which, by 
the way, is considerably less than the truth, 
it will make the number of under gra- 
duates in the American colleges 3,200. 

‘* The number of students in our medical 
schools, they remark, in 1824, was 2,130. It 
is now probably increased, and is equal to 
or perhaps exceeds, the number both of: 
divinity and law students in our country. 
Of the number of our schools for law 
and divinity—our documeuts do not afford 
us an exact account, 

«* Our population is 12,000,000, for the 
education of which, we have 50 colleges, 
besides several times this number of well 
endowed aud flourishing academies—leav- 
ing primary schools out of the account. 
The American Sunday School Union em- 
braces 159,000 scholars, in 28 States and 
Territories. For meeting the intellectual 
wants of this twelve millions, we have 
about 600 newspapers and 
journals. There is no c » (it is 
often said,) where the means of intelli- 
gence are so generally enjoyed by all 
ranks, and where knowledge is so gene~ 
rally diffused among the lower orders ; of 
the community, as in our own. The 
population of those portions of Poland, 
which have successively fallen. under the 
dominion of Russia, is about 20,000,000, 
To meet the wants of which there arg 
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but 15 newspapers, eight of which are 
printed in Warsaw. But with us, a 
mewspaper is the daily fare of ulmost 
every meal in almost every family. This 
is one of the good results of the liberty of 
the press, While we thus coatemplate 
the large and constantly increasiog num- 
ber of our colleges and periodical publi- 
cations, operating as the engines of ac- 
ujring and diffusing intelligence and 

ppiness among the people, we cannot 
elp admiring the wisdom of the ‘‘ little 
baad,” which devised the means of bring- 
ing them into existence,—acknowledged 
its obligation to support them—and which 
declared, that the worst of despotisms is 
in that in whieh ignorance has the power 
of rule, or is made the instrument of cor- 
rupt men in accomplishing their corrupt 
designs.” 


THE PETITION OF THE BODY OF DIS- 

SENTING MINISTERS IN LONDON, &c, 
. FOR THE REPEAL OF THE CORPORA- 

TION AND TEST ACTS. 

The following petition was adopted at 
the Special Meeting of the Ministers of 
the Three Denominations at the Library, 
Red Cross Street, on Tuesday, November 
13th, and bas since been presented to both 
Houses of Parliament :-- 


“The humble petition of the under- 
signed, being the General Body of 
Protestant Dissenting Ministers of the 

Denominations residing in and 
about the Cities of London and West- 
_ minster, 
*§ Sheweth;: . 

‘< That your petitioners are sincerely 
and devotedly attached to the civil con- 
Stitution of these realms, and that they 
are always eager to acknowledge, with 
gratitude to Divine Providence, the de- 
gree of ‘religious liberty which they and 
their fathers have enjoyed under the wise 
and liberal government of the kingdom 
established at-the glorious Revolution of 
1668, and confirmed by the accession of 
the. House of Brunswick. .. 

166 in their private and publie con- 
duet, and especially in their character as 
utinisters of the Gospel, your petitioners 
have ever maintained and inculcated the 


deavoured; to promote submission to the 
laws; confidence in the Legislature, aod 
respect for the throne. 

i Bat that your petitioners have never 
ceased to feel aggrieved at the disquali- 
fications under which the members of their 
community labour by the operation of 
the Corporation and Test Acts, which, 
under h penalties, require the par- 
taking of sacrament of the Lord’s 


Supper according to the rites of the 


(March, 


Church of England, as an indispensable 
condition of holding any place of trust, 
emolument, or honour under his Majesty’s 
Government; with which condition the 
greater part of the Protestant Dissenters 
are withheld from complying, by their 
deep sense of religious duty. 

* That it appears to your petitioners, 
that the exclusion of so large a portion 
of his Majesty’s-subjects as the Protestant 
Dissenters from rendering such services 
as may be in their power to their King 
and country, is inconsistent with the first 
principles of civil policy, and is, moreover, 
productive of division amongst those 
whom Divine Providence has made breth- 
ren. 

‘‘ That your petitioners are not ignorant 
of the wise consideration shewn by the 
Legislature in passing an annual Act of 
Indemnity for the benefit of such persons 
as may have ineurred the penalties 
enacted by the Corporation and Test 
Acts; but they beg humbly to represent 
to your Lordships that the efficacy of this 
Act, in protecting conscientious Protes- 
tant Dissenters, is held by some of the 
learned in the law to be very doubtful ; 
and further, that if the protection afforded 
by it were complete and certain, they 
could not rest contented under the impu- 
tation, which an Indemnity Act implies, 
of their being offenders against the law 
of the laud, since the Toleration Act, 
which was happily enlarged in his late 
Majegty’s reign, during the ag 
his present Majesty, virtually dec 
Nonconformity to be no longer a crime. 

‘¢ That in the only construction which 
your petitioners can put upon the Sacra- 
mental Test, it is designed as a solemn 
overt declaration of entire communion 
with the Church of England, and that, 
therefore, the enforcement of it is a snare 
to the consciences of Protestant Dissen- 
ters; and your petitioners are utterly 
unable to conceive in what manner an 
act of insincerity can promote the good 
of the community, or how an occasional 
compulsory conformity can add to the 
security or dignity of the church as by 
law established. 

** That your petitioners have witnessed 
with grief and shame, that whilst con- 
scientions Protestant Dissenters haye been 
restrained, in numberless instances, by the 
Sacramental Test from taking offices to 
which they appeared to be entitled by 
their rank and talents, or to which they 
were actually called by the voices of their 
fellow-citizens, this test has opposed no 
bar to the advancement of unbelievers 
and scoffers, who regard it as a mere civil 
ceremony. 

‘* That, as ministers of the Gospel of 
Christ, your petitioners cannot but look 
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upon every religicus test of civil and 
political merit as pregnant with injury to 
the sacred cause of religion; and that 
they deem it their Lounden duty humbly 
to state to your Lordships their deep 
conviction that the use of the holy and 
solemn ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
as a qualification for civil and political 
office and trust, (a thing unheard of, as 

ur petitioners believe, except in this 

testant country,) is a degradation and 
perversion of a rite of peculiar sanctity, 
instituted by our Saviour for high and 
momentous spiritual purposes, and en- 
joined upon all Christians to the end of 
the world, as a memorial of the love of 
their common Lord, and an instrument 
and pledge of peace and union and bro- 
therly love. 

«¢ Phat, in the candid judgment of your 
petitioners, the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper, as a passport to civil and political 
office, must be no Jéss a burthen and a 
scandal to the consciences of the ministers 
of the Chorch of England who are called 
upon to administer the sacrament for this 
end, than to those of Protestant Dissen- 
ters who may be reluctantly compelled to 
this occasional conformity. 

‘* Your petitioners, therefore, humbly 
implore of your Lordships to take the 
premises into consideration, in order to 
relievé their consciences from a grievous 
burthen, and at the same time to rescue a 
most holy ordinance of the Saviour of the 
werld from abuse and profanation, and 
to remiove a bar tothe union ‘and co-ope- 
ration of all classes of his Mujesty’s sub- 
jects, by the repeal of the Corporation and 
Test Acts, in so far as relates to the Sacra- 
mental ‘Fest. 

** And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray, &c.”’ 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PETITIONS FOR THE 
REPEAL OF THE TEST AND CORPORA- 
TION ACTS, 


On Monday night, Feb. 25, Lorp 
NuGent presented a Petition to the 
House of Commons, to which he begged 
leave to call the attention of the members. 
He held in bis hand, he said, a Petition 
from the Duke of Norfolk, and six other 
English Peers, from seven Baronets, five 
eldest sons of Peers, and about 5000 other 
individuals of the Roman Catholic per- 
suasion, not with the prayer with which 
they had usually come before Parliament, 
to remove disabilities affecting themselves, 
but entreating the House to repeal the 
Test and Corporation Acts, affecting the 
rights of Protestant Dissenters. There 
had been no communication between the Ro- 
man Catholics and the Protestant’ Dissenters 
on the propriety of presenting this Petition, 
as he had been instructed to state, by the 
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word ; all that hé would allow himself to 
say was, that he had never yet presented 
a Petition from this illustrious Body which 
gave him half the pleasure and half the 
pride he felt on the present occasion. 
The Petition gave a public proof, that the 
subscribers © sympathized with those from 
whom they differed most widely on mot 
points in religious belief, and as citizéns of 
the same state, came forward and be 
sought that the Dissenters might be re- 
lieved from their disabilities! The Irish 
Catholics have dlso presented a ‘siniilat 
Petition, of which we are able to publish 
@ copy. 


To the Right Honourable and Honourable, 
. gc. ge. seen 
«« The humble Petition of the Catholics 
of Ireland, . 

** Humbly Sheweth, ; 

«* That your Petitioners'respeetfully ; but 
firmly, beg leave to assert, that it is the 
unalienable right of every man to worship 
God as his judgment and his heart direct 
—that neither legislatures nor society are 
entitled to restrict that right—that ite 
infringement, if attempted, may convert 
unworthy men into hypocrites, and good 
men into martyrs, but can never produce 
a beneficial result--and that such infringe+ 
ment is attempted, and persecution intro 
duced, whenever peculiar honours, wealth, 
and rewards are distributed by a State to 
the upbolders of certain doctrines and 
forms, while exclusion avd inconvenience 
inflict practical punishment on those’ who 
to those doctrines and forms conscien- 
tiously refuse to conform. ‘ 

“ Your Petitioners further respectfally 
beg leave to submit, that the laws called 
the Test and Corporation Acts have Beeh 
passed, and are continued in direct ‘and 
plain violation of the principles of liberty 
of conscience, and in derogation -of the 
right which every individual feels’ most 
important to himself, namely, that ‘ef 
worshipping God in the sincerity uf con- 
scientious belief. ' 

*« Your Petitioners further respectfatly 
alledge, that the said Acts, culled the 
Test and Corporation Acts; opérate’ to 
prevent the Crown and people from ob- 
taining the benefit of the services of many 
valuable, meritorious, and conscientions 
Protestant Dissenters, whilst they afé of 
no avail whatsoever against the unworthy, 
the profligate, and the irreligions. 

«¢ Your Petitioners do most respectfully 
insist, that the said laws are’ i# them- 
selves unjust, senseless, and impicits—that 
they aré unjust, because wedeserved 
that they aré senseless, because-a seeutity 
— nothing—that they: are <émpiogs, 
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because the most sacred observance of 
the Protestant religion, instituted in re- 
membrance of the greatest sacrifice that 
ever was made, or ever can be made to 
love and charity, are by them enjoined to 
be taken for profane and unworthy ob- 
jects; and thus the most solemn rite and 
sacrament of the Protestant Established 
Church is degraded into the service of 
promoting venal and profligate ambition, 
and reduced into the vulgar formality of 
official qualification. 

** Your Petitioners further show, that the 
priaci upon which the Protestant 
Church is founded, is the alledged right 
and duty of private and individual inter- 
pretation of the sacred Scriptures ; and 
although your Petitioners do not concur 
with this Honourable House in the ad- 
mission of such right or duty, yet they 
can distinctly perceive, and most re- 
spectfully submit, that it is not only un- 
just, but manifestly absurd, for one set 
of Protestants to assert that right and 
@uty for themselves, and whilst they so 
assert, at the same time to persecute, 
or in any wise to punish other Protes- 
tants, for asserting and exercising the 
same identical right of private interpreta- 
tion of the sacred Scriptures. 

“* Your Petitioners beg leave further to 
state, that the total and unqualified Re- 
peal of the Test and Corporation Acts 
cannot in any wise injure the rights, reve- 
nues, stability or duration of the Pro- 
testant Church as by law established ; and 
they are the more confident in this their 
assertion, in as much as they do not speak 
from theory, but from practical know- 
ledge. The Protestant Dissenters in Ire- 
land have been totally released, near fifty 
years ago, from the operation of the said 
statotes, and freed from all pains, penal- 
ties, and disabilities for not taking the 
sacramental Test, and yet your Petitioners 
are able to assert, with undoubted cer- 
tainty, that the rights of the Established 
Church have not been affected thereby, 
nor its wealth decreased, nor revenues 
diminished, nor its stability lessened by 
reason or means of the perfect civil 
equality bestowed upon Protestant Dis- 
senters in Ireland ; neither have the num- 
bers of Protestants of the Established 
Church been at all diminished in conse- 
quence of such wise liberality on the part 
of the Irish legislature; but, on the con- 
trary, many of the more wealthy and in- 
fiuential Dissenters have, since the repeal 
of the said laws, conformed to the Es- 
tablished Church ; and much of the spirit 
of animosity and resistance of the Esta- 
blishment, which at one time animated 
many of the Protestant Dissenters of Ire- 
land, has been mitigated, if not wholly 
extinct, and the patura) result of a system 
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of wise and conciliatory policy has been to 
produce a closer union of sentiment, and a 
greater spirit of harmony and co-operation 
among the various sects of Protestants in 
Ireland, 

** That the object of your Petitioners, by 
this their humble Petition, is to obtain for 
their Protestant brethren of England, the 
rights, privileges, immunities, and freedom 
from persecution and penalties, which your 
Petitioners are happy to be able to say, 
are, and have been, during near fifty years 
now past, enjoyed by the Protestant Dis- 
senters of Ireland. 

** Your Petitioners claim on behalf of the 
Ptotestant Dissenters of England the be- 
nefit of the universal principle of liberty 
of conscience. 

*« Your Petitioners also claim on behalf of 
the Protestant Di s of England, the 
benefit of the Protestant principle of the 
right which you assert for yourselves of 
private interpretation and private judg 
ment in matters of religion. 

‘** And although your Petitioners by no 
means waive or abandon their own claims 
or rights; yet whatever may become of 
those claims or rights, they most respect- 
fully implore this Honourable House to 
abolish for ever and blot out from -the 
statute-book the foul reproach of one set 
of Protestants persecuting another set of 
Protestants, merely for acting on Pro- 
testant principles. 

‘* May it therefore please this Honourable 
House totally to repeal the Corporation 
and Test Acts, and all other Jaws that 
aggrieve the Protestant Dissenters in 
England.” 





RESULT OF LORD JOHN RUSSELL’S MO- 
TION, FOR THE REPEAL OF THE TEST 
AND CORPORATION ACTS, 


We stop the press to record the result of 
Loro J. Russex.’s learned and eloquent 
address to the House of Commons, on 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 26. 

His Lordship luded a speech of 
great length, full of sound argument and 
historical research, by moving ‘‘ For a 
Conmmittee of the whole House, to con- 
sider so much of the Test and Corpora- 
tion Acts, as disqualified Protestant Dis- 
senters from holding corporate and other 
offices.”’ 

Mr. JoHN SMITH seconded the motion, 
which was very ably supported by Mr. 
WILBRAHAM, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. Ro- 
BERT PaLMER, Lord AttHorpe,. Lord 
NuGent, Lord Mitton, Sir Tuomas 
ACLAND, and Mr. BrouGuaM. 

The motion was opposed by Sir Ro- 
BERT INGLIS, Mr. Huskisson, Mr. Peer, 
and Lord PALMERSTON. After a spirited 
debate, the House divided at one o’clock, 
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when there appeared for the motion, 237 
Against it, 193 
Majority in favour of Lord Russell’s 2 44 

Motion, ee ee 

Whatever may be the ultimate result 
of this measure, the effect of the debate 
of Tuesday must be in every way bene- 
ficial. To the most jealous members of 
the Church of England, it must afford 
satisfaction to observe, that the zealous 
advocates of the repeal warmly professed 
their filial regard for that Establishment, 
and their resolution to protect her pro- 
a and privileges; whilst to the 

rotestant Dissenters, it must yield no 
ordinary gratification to find, that the 
opponents to their claims can still do 
justice to their merits. 

Mr. Huskisson expressly admitted, 
** that the Dissenters included in their 
Body some of the most learned, respec- 
table, and exalted characters in this coun- 
try ;” and Mr, Secretary Pex said, 
«What may be the issue of this debate 
1 do not know; but should it be in 
favour of the side which I advocate, I 
own, that the triumph of success will be 
greatly qualified, and mitigated in my 
mind, at the disappointment which may 
be given to a Body, whom I hold in the 
highest and most deserved respect.” 

The friends of spiritual religion, of 
every denomination, must also derive plea- 
sure from the general reprobation of the 
SACRAMENTAL TEST.—Sir THomas Ac- 
LAND declared, with much feeling, that 
** He was unwilling—his mind revolted 
from the notion of converting that duty, 
the observance of the sacrament--the 
most sacred and solemn duty, which a 
man could perform at the altar of his 
Saviour—to earthly and secular pur- 

!” which was received by the House 
with loud cheers.— Mr. WiLBRAHAM said, 
<< If there is a religion of a character, 
and origin more sacred than any other, 
and which is the common source of all 
the denominations that diversify the 
Christian world--a something to which 

all look, amidst their differences, 
their discords, their sects, and their sys- 
tems ; 1 would ask any of its professors, 
whose ideas have not been too much 
secularized by their union with the State, 
how can it be for the advantage of the 
offspring to destroy the parent-—how the 
Church of England can be benefited by 
an injury to Christianity itself—and how 
is it conformable with the principles of 
our holy religion, that its sacred cere- 
monies, which should be the bonds of 
union and affection amongst the various 
members of Christianity, should be made 
the symbol of their difference ; and above 
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all, how the ceremony of the sacrament, 
which ought only to be a transaction 
between man and his Creator, should be 
the stepping-stone of ambition or avarice, 
or the means of vengeance? Why should 
we make, 


‘ That brightest symbol of atoning grace, 
The office key, the picklock of a place ?” 


Which questions were answered by the 
general cheering of the members. 

We now beg leave to urge upon all our 
readers, immediately to promote petitions 
to both Houses of Parliament, in all the 
places from which they have not been 
sent during the present Session. Whilst 
the measure is in progress in the Honse 
of Commons, petitions may advanta- 
geously be presented there to strengtheti 
the impression already made ; and to the 
House of Lords, it is of great moment 
that they should be sent in such num 
bers, as to renew in their Lordships minds, 
the convictions which they felt, when 
Lord Sidmouth’s Bill was abandoned, iw 
compliance with the constitutional and 
earnest prayer of the whole Dissenting 
community. 


THE IMPROVED REGISTRY OF BIRTHS AT 
DR. WILLIAMS’S LIBRARY. 

Our readers are aware, that the subject 
of the registry of births has for some 
time past occupied the attention of the 
Committee of Deputies, in connexion with 
some ministers delegated from the General 
Body in the metropolis, to confer on the 
subject. After mature deliberation, they 
came to the following resolutions :— 

*¢ That it appears to this Meeting, that 
the present system of certificates and 
registry at Dr. Williams’s Library is of 
a highly important and valuable character. 
That it is admirably adapted to the great 
majority of purposes for which it is likely 
to resorted to, and that itis as useful 
for legal purposes, (both as a clue to the 
best evidence, and as containing within 
itself as much of that evidence as can be 
obtained from any record not sanctioned 
by Act of Parliament,) as it is at all 
likely, under the present system of the law, 
that such an Institution can be made to 
be.”’ 

“* That this Meeting therefore earnestly 
recommends to the Body of Dissenters the 
use of the present registry, and would 
exceedingly regret that any difficulty or 
defect in possible cases, which no volun- 
tary Institutions can avoid, should dimi- 
nish its universality, and, consequently, 
its usefulness.”’ 

‘« That the whole scheme of registra- 
tion of births, marriages, and deaths, in 
this country, appears to this Meeting to 
be radically defective; not only as being 
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identified with the Establishment, withia 
whose cirele a great portion of the com- 
munity are not comprised, and by whose 
Institutions, therefore, their civil exigen- 
cies, cannot be. provided for, but also as 
being in its details defective in many im- 
portant particulars, even for the limited 
purposes which it is calculated to serve.” 
‘© That this Meeting feels that such a 
reform as would effectually remedy the 
evils complained of (many of which affect 
Churchmen, as well as Catholics, Jews, 
and every denomination of Noncon- 
formists, in a greater or less degree,) 
can only be looked to as likely to spring 
out of a mofe liberal policy on the part 
of the Legislature, with regard to the 
greater questions which affect the political 
situation of ws differing from the 
Establishment in matters of faith: and 
that, with this conviction, the Meeting 
looks with increased anxiety to the speedy 
agitation of those important topics in a 
new Parliament, through the common 
exertions of the Dissenting Body, and of 
the friends of civil and religious y= 
It was subsequently referred to a Sub- 
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Committee, consisting of Dr J. B. Brown, 
Mr. Serjeant Bompas, Mr. E. Taylor, 
and other legal members of the deputa- 
tion, to mature those practical improve- 
ments which were felt to-be. desirable. 
They have, therefore, prepared an im- 
proved form of registration, printed on 
strong paper, and published at the low 
price of one shilling per dozen, to encourage 
ministers and deacons to keep a stock 
for use in their vestries, which will be 
generally convenient, but especially to 
Dissenters residing in country districts. 
When the duplicate forms are filled up, 
according to the directions printed with 
them, they are to be taken by the party, 
or any friend or agent, to the Registrar 
at the Library, who is in attendance every 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri- 
day, from ten to three, except during 
August, and the Whitsun and Christmas 
weeks. He will enter, file, and register, 
according to the new arrangements, for 
which his fee is one shilling. A certificate 
fully and regularly filled up will stand 
as follows:— 





Stafford, ou the tenth day of May, 1825. 





This is to certify and declare, that William the son of Thomas Jones, of Stone, in the 
County of Stafford, Miller, and Elizabeth his wife (who was the Daughter of 
Humphrey Sykes, of Liverpool, in the County of Lancaster, Grocer,) was born at the 
house of the said Thomas Jones, No. 10, in John Street, in Stone, in the County of 


* Thomas Jones, 
* Elisabeth Jones, 
[when the Parents cannot write or sign, } James Jones, Uncle to the child.} 
We certify and declare that we were present at the Birth of the Child above- 
mentioned ; and that such Birth took place at the time and place aforesaid. 
+ Mary Hill, of Stone, Spinster, Aunt to the child. 
+ James Gooch, of Stone, Surgeon. , 


Dated the 10th day of May, 1826. 


: the Parents abovenamed. 








The Committee do not wish their system 
of registration to supersede, or discourage 
the due and regular keeping up of bap- 
tismal registries in the Pedo-baptist 
churches ; but wish rather to add this 
mode, as affording additional security, on & 
subject which may involve important in- 
terests of the parties concerned. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 


The Sunday School Union, impressed 
with a deep sense of the importance. of 
increasing the number of Sunday Schools 
to double the number already in existence, 
and also of rendering the present schools 
more efficient, have engaged the services 
of Mr. Joseph Reed Wilson, formerly 
Secretary of the Newcastle Union, to de- 
vote his whole time to these important 
objects. Mr. Wilson commences his la- 
bours early in the spring. Donations and 
subscriptions for this specific puxpose will 
be thankfully received at the Depository 


of the Sunday School Union, No, 5, 
Paternoster Row. 


HAMPSHIRE ACADEMY. 

The friends of religion will be gratified 
to learn, that the Institution, for the 
education of young men for the work of 
the ministry, and whose title stands as- 
sociated with such endeared recollections 
of its- late venerable President, is again 
established at Gosport. ‘The steps which 
have led to this result are the follow- 
ing :--Soon after the death of Dr. Bogue, 
a meeting of the Committee of the In- 
stitution was held, when a resolution was 
unanimously passed, which was afterwards 
confirmed by a public meeting of the 
Hampshire Association, ‘* That it is high- 
ly important to the interests of religion, 
especiully in the county of Hants, that the 
Hampshire Academy, late under the sv- 
perintendence of Dr. Bogue, should be 
continued and enlarged.” 











XUM 





UM _ 


1828.] 


At the same time, one of their number 
was requested to draw up and circulate 
an address, that might promote this ob- 
ject; the following extract from which, 
will best explain the reasons on account of 
which the continuance of the Academy was 
desired. 

*< The geographical position of the Hamp- 
shire Academy, remote in every direction 
from our larger Dissenting Institutions, 
points it out as a spot peculiarly eligible 
for the supply of vacant pulpits in the 
neighbourhood, as well as a centre from 
which moral fertility may be diffused 
around, And were its removal effected, 
or its existence to cease, not only would 
those places which are under a process of 
cultivation be abandoned to their state of 
former sterility, but the great work of 
establishing the Gospel in the remotest 
villages in the county, a work projected 
by the late Dr. Bogue, and acted upon 
with self-rewarding success by the Hants’ 
Association, would be retarded, if not de- 
stroyed. That it should be continued, and 
even enlarged, appears likewise necessary 
from the fact, that the death of Dr. Bogue 
has been followed by a resolution of the 
London Missionary Society, to remove 
the Academy for the instruction of its 
students to the Metropolis of this country. 
This is a resolution which, though wise 
and ne in itself, the neighbourhood 
must feel, and the friends of religion de- 
plore. During their short residence at 
Gosport, as preparatory to that ampler 
field of foreign exertion in which they 
have gone forth to labour and to die, the 
missionary studeats have evinced those 
qualities, which, in a wore matured form, 
and in distant lands, have held them up to 
the gratitude and admiration of the Chris- 
tian world, The prospect of missionary 
labours has kindled to intenser ardour 
their compassion for their perishing coun- 
trymen at home—a deep conviction of the 
brevity of their stay, has given an eleva- 
tion to their character and a melting 
pathos to -their addresses, a pathos which, 
communicating itself as though instinc- 
tively to their auditors, has opened their 
hearts to attend to the things ef God. 
The writer of this is sensible, that he 
should not do justice to his own feelings, 
or to those of the surrounding churches, 
did he not offer this passing tribute of 
merited acknowledgment to those un- 
earthly characters, upon some of whom 
death has set his seal, ard whose transient 
sojourn amongst them is recollected as a 
dream, in which the image of departed 
excellence was presented to the mind. By 
the removal of the Missionary Seminary, 
not only will there be a diminution of 
moral influence, an abandonmeat of seve- 
ral situations of present and prospective 
usefulnes, but a cutting off of supplics for 
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the neighbou pulpits, by which mini- 
sters must, sop der absence from home, 
resort to their brethren for help, ex- 
cept the present Institution be continued 
on a larger scale. The success with which 
the Head of the Church has already ho- 
noured this Seminary, is not the weakest 
argument for its support. To the evan- 
gelical purity of sentiment, the connected 
and comprehensive views of divine trath, 
the unreserved dedication to plans of ge- 
neral utility, which characterize as a body 
those who emanated from this Academy, 
some distinguished individuals amongst 
them have superadded whatever is ardent 
in piety, or glowing in eloquence, or va- 
ried in research ; by which they are placed 
on a level with the students of more im- 
posing institutions, and appear as the 
ornaments of their country, and the bene- 
factors of the world. If any thing further 
were required to enforce this appeal, it 
would be derived from the character of its 
late [utor. To embody in a few sentences 
the profound veneration which the writer 
of this must ever entertain for that in- 
estimable man, would be as impossible as 
the ample delineation of his character 
from abler hands has rendered it unneces- 
sary. And he now adverts to him prin- 
cipally, that the contemplation of his dis- 
tinguished excellence may furnish others 
with a subordinat tive to support an 
Institution moulded by his energies, and 
impregnated with his spirit. An Insti- 
tution like this could not, therefore, be 
permitted to languish and die, without a 
reprehensible inattention to the interests 
of the kingdom of Christ—without in- 
gratitude to the source of divine influence 
for burning and shining lights, who on 
this altar first kindled the torch of their 
holy zeal—without involving a deep re- 
flection’ on the memory of its venerable 
Founder, aud evincing that survivors were 
but in a limited degree imbued with his 
principles and stimulated by his example. 
On these accounts it is confidently hoped, 
that the friends of religion, especially in 
the county, and the ministers who have 
been educated under its auspices, will be 
induced to make some sacrifices, (may 
He, who sacrificed all for us, forgive the 
use of the term,) to support this impor- 
tant object; and whilst the present his- 

of the Church exhibits some who 
magnificently are bestowing their thou- 
sands, aud others, with even greater self- 
denial, are devoted to a perpetual and 
voluntary exile, that they will cheerfully 
put forth a helping hand, to keep in mo- 
tion this moral machine of the kingdom of 
Messiah.” 

Whilst the Committee waited for those 
indications of divine Providence which 
should point out to them a suitable and 
efficient ‘Tutor, to be placed at the bead 
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of the Institution, the Rev. Mr. Carruthers 
was led, by a concurrence of events, to 
accept the call of the church at Gosport, 
The same events which supplied the desti- 
tution of the widowed church, realized 
the desires of the Committee of the Hants 
Academy. After duly considering the 
various qualifications of this highly-re- 
spected individual, they were unanimously 
of opinion, that as he was called to oc- 
cupy the pulpit of his late venerable pre- 
decessor, so from the vigour of his talents, 
the extent of his erudition, and the evan- 
gelical devotedness of his piety, united to 
reasons arising from local circumstances, 
he was not unsuitable to fill the vacated 
Professor’s chair. An expressed wish to 
this effect, was met, on the part of Mr. 
Carruthers, by a modest but encouraging 
reply; aad he is now the recognized Tutor 
of the Hants Academy. 

Two students have already been ac- 
cepted on probation, and vacancies are still 
offered to young men of piety and pro- 
mising talents. In the mean time, it is 
sincerely hoped that those who have been 
accustomed to support the Institution in 
its former state, will continue to yield 
to it their pecuniary aid and their fervent 
prayers. 

NOTICES. 
The Anniversary Meeting of the So- 


ciety for the Relief of the Widows and 
Children of Protestant. Dissenting Minis- 
ters, instituted 1733, will be held on Wed- 
nesday, the 2d April next, when a Ser- 
mon will be preached at the Old Jewry 
Chapel, removed to Jewin Street, Alders- 
gate Street, by the Rev. William Orme, 
of Camberwell. Service to begin at 12 
o’Clock precisely ; at the close of which, 
a report of the funds, and of the present 
state of the charity, will be made. The 
friends of the Society will afterwards 
dine together at the Albion in Aldersgate 
Street. 

The Rev. James Peggs, late Baptist 
Missionary to Orissa, and the author of 
the important pamphlets noticed in a fore 
mer number, requests us to announce 
to his friends and correspondents, that he 
has removed from Derby to Coventry, 
and has commenced his labours ia the 
White Friers Chapel in that city. 

The next quarterly Conferences of the 
Committee and Visitors of the London 
Christian Instruction Society will be held 
at Surrey Chapel, on Tuesday Evening, 
March 11, when the Rev. Rowland Hill 
has kindly conseated to preside. 

The Rev. Spedding Curwen, of Barbican 
Chapel, has accepted a call to the pas- 
toral office at Zion Chapel, Frome, vacant 
by the resignation of the Rev. A. Tidman, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND MINOR CORRESPONDENCE. 


BIBLE SOCIETY EXTRACTS. ‘ 
Our Readers will observe, that we have stitclied up with the present Number, the 
Monthly Extracts published by the British and Foreign Bible Society. We have made 


an arrangement by which they will be continued, ut least, during the present year. 
By this means, a more regular distribution of the valuable information furnished by 
the Bible Society will be afforded ; and our Readers, we are sure, will be glad of the 
opportunity, not only of having them brought under their eye from month to month, 
but preserved as documents of future reference, which is more likely to be the case in 
a regular work, than if left in their separate form. 





Communications have been received during the past Month from the Reverend 
J. E. Good—G. Ryan—John Arundel—Dr.Hendersen—W. S. Matthews—J. Clapp— 
Thomas Lewis—G. Redford—Archibald Jack —Robert Halley—Benjamin Brook— 

* Andrew Reed—William Davies--Dr. Harris--James Peggs, and E. Miller. 


Also from Messrs. W. Ellerby--H. K. Smitbers--Walter Wilson--W. F. Lloyd—- 
Thomas Wilson--T. E.--W. H.--H. S. S.--S. G.--S. R.--H. G.—Hertford—*. 


We are obliged to W. H. for his well-intended ‘‘ Soliloquy ;” but as it ‘‘ lays no 
claims to poetic talent,’? we must of course decline to insert it, as certainly it goes far 
to confirm his own statement, that poetry is a path he ‘* bas never trod before,” and 
which we strongly suspect he was never destined to tread. Let our young friend spend 
his leisure college hours in forming a correct and perspicuous prose style, and leave 
poetry to those who are really the subject of its inspiration. 

Mr. W. Wilson’s contribution came too late for the presept month; should it not 
appear ip our next, a private letter to him shall explain the reasons. 

We shall be glad to receive ** the Historical Account’’ to which our Correspondent 
at Marlboreugh refers. 

Our friends who have addressed us upon subjects not immediately connected with the 
interests of this work, or the denomination which it presumes to represent, will pardon 
us for not replying to their letters, as they have requested ; but our editorial and pro~ 
fessional duties leave us no leisure to cultivate private frieadships, or even to exercise 
that Christian courtesy which in other-circumstances. we should cheerfully and promptly 
display. 
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